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Notation  

 
Year 

3 

Knowledge Outcomes 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why it 
is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

• Know that the dynamics forte means 
loud and piano means soft/quiet. 

 

Those still working towards expectations may: 

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Shows an awareness of keeping in time 
with others around them.  

• Understands that different notes in 
written notation have different names 
and lengths.  

 
Those achieving expectations will: 

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Is able to keep to a steady beat in a group 
with others for support if needed. 

• Is able to identify and name crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats). 

• Is able to recognise a crotchet (1 best 
rest) and use it with support or guidance.   

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Understands that music often has a 
steady beat can clap in time confidently 
with others around them as well as hold a 
steady beat independently.   

• Can clap a more complicated rhythm 
above a regular beat or ostinato pattern 
including using crotchet (1 beat), a quaver 
(half beats), a minim (2 beats) and a 
semibreve (4 beats). 

• Is able to confidently and independently 
use crotchet beat rests.  

 

 
 

Year 
4 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this 
unit: 
 
Year 3 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why it 
is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

Those still working towards expectations may:  

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Shows an awareness of keeping in time 
with others around them.  
 

Those achieving expectations will: 

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Is able to keep to a steady beat in a group 
with others for support if needed. 

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Understands that music often has a 
steady beat can clap in time confidently 



• Know that the dynamics forte means 
loud and piano means soft/quiet. 

 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the correct musical vocabulary 
for, “getting quieter” (diminuendo) 
and “getting louder” (crescendo).  

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats) and a 
minim (2 beats).  

• Know what an ostinato is – a repeated 
rhythm, pattern or melody 

• Know how to respond to a piece of 
music when listening to it. 

• Know the dynamics forte (loud), piano 
(quiet), crescendo (getting louder), 
decrescendo (getting quieter), legato 
(smooth) and staccato (short, spiky 
notes).  

• Understand the form ternary form 
(ABA). 

 

with others around them as well as hold a 
steady beat independently.   

• Can clap a more complicated rhythm 
above a regular beat or ostinato pattern.  

 
 
 

 
 

Knowledge Outcomes 

 
Year 

5 

 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this 
unit: 
 
Year 3 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why it 
is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

• Know that the dynamics forte means 
loud and piano means soft/quiet. 

 
 
Year 4 
 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady 
beat (Explore counting 4). 

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

Those still working towards expectations may: 

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Shows an awareness of keeping in time 
with others around them.  

• Understands that different notes in 
written notation have different names 
and lengths.  

 
Those achieving expectations will: 

• Understands that a music often has a 
steady beat 

• Is able to keep to a steady beat in a group 
with others for support if needed. 

• Is able to identify and name crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats). 

• Is able to recognise a crotchet (1 best 
rest) and use it with support or guidance.   

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Understands that music often has a 
steady beat can clap in time confidently 
with others around them as well as hold a 
steady beat independently.   



• Know the correct musical vocabulary 
for, “getting quieter” (diminuendo) 
and “getting louder” (crescendo).  

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats) and a 
minim (2 beats).  

• Know what an ostinato is – a repeated 
rhythm, pattern or melody 

• Know how to respond to a piece of 
music when listening to it. 

• Know the dynamics forte (loud), piano 
(quiet), crescendo (getting louder), 
decrescendo (getting quieter), legato 
(smooth) and staccato (short, spiky 
notes).  

• Understand the form ternary form 
(ABA). 

 
 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why it 
is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

• Know the dynamics: fortissimo (loud), 
pianissimo (very quiet), mezzo forte 
(moderately loud) and mezzo piano 
(moderately quiet). Dynamics learnt in 
previous units that could also be 
included are: crescendo (getting 
louder), decrescendo (getting quieter), 
legato (smooth) and staccato  

• Know that ternary form is ABA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Can clap a more complicated rhythm 
above a regular beat or ostinato pattern 
including using crotchet (1 beat), a quaver 
(half beats), a minim (2 beats) and a 
semibreve (4 beats). 

• Is able to confidently and independently 
use crotchet beat rests.  

 



Year 
6 

Knowledge Outcomes 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this 
unit: 
 
Year 3 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady beat 
(Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why it 
is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim (2 
beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

• Know that the dynamics forte means 
loud and piano means soft/quiet. 

 
 
Year 4 
 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady 
beat (Explore counting 4). 

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

• Know the correct musical vocabulary 
for, “getting quieter” (diminuendo) 
and “getting louder” (crescendo).  

• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats) and a 
minim (2 beats).  

• Know what an ostinato is – a repeated 
rhythm, pattern or melody 

• Know how to respond to a piece of 
music when listening to it. 

• Know the dynamics forte (loud), piano 
(quiet), crescendo (getting louder), 
decrescendo (getting quieter), legato 
(smooth) and staccato (short, spiky 
notes).  

• Understand the form ternary form 
(ABA). 

 
Year 5 

• Know how rhythms fit to a steady 
beat (Explore counting 4). 

• Know what a steady beat is and why 
it is important.  

• Know how to keep a steady beat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use Year 5 unit this year.  To be updated for next 
year. 

 
 



• Know the duration of a crotchet (1 
beat), a quaver (half beats), a minim 
(2 beats) and a semibreve (4 beats).  

• Know how and why a rest is used in 
music 

• Know how to use a crotchet rest. 

• Know the dynamics: fortissimo (loud), 
pianissimo (very quiet), mezzo forte 
(moderately loud) and mezzo piano 
(moderately quiet). Dynamics learnt 
in previous units that could also be 
included are: crescendo (getting 
louder), decrescendo (getting 
quieter), legato (smooth) and staccato  

• Know that ternary form is ABA.  
 

 
 

 

 


