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Music History  

 
Year 

3 

Knowledge Outcomes 

The Baroque Period 
 

• Children can identify where the Baroque period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Classical period)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  
 

• Children know the features of Baroque music. 
 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Baroque period: Bach, Handel and Vivaldi. 

 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Bach, Handel and Vivaldi.  

 

• Children recognise by sight and sound the key baroque 
instruments e.g. the harpsichord.  

Those still working towards 
expectations may:  
 

• Be able to explain that the 
Baroque era was a 
particular time in musical 
history that sounded very 
different to the music we 
hear today. 

• be able to state that the 
Baroque period of music 
came before the Classical 
period 

 
Those achieving expectations will:  

• be able to state that the 
Baroque period of music 
came before the Classical 
period. 

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them.  

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• be able to state that the 
Baroque period of music 
came before the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to describe the 
features of Baroque music.  

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them and talk about their 
lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Year 

4 

Knowledge Outcomes 

The Classical Period 
 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this unit: 
• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 

musical history (it came after the Baroque period)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  
 

• Children know the features of Baroque music. 
 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Baroque period: Bach, Handel and Vivaldi. 

 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Bach, Handel and Vivaldi.  

 

• Children recognise by sight and sound the key baroque 
instruments e.g. the harpsichord. 

 
 
 
The Classical Period 
 

• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Romantic period but after 
the Baroque period)  
 

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

 

• Children know the features of Classical music and can 
distinguish it from Baroque period music. 

 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Classical period: Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph 
Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph Bologne,  
Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

 

• Children are able to identify by sight and sound instruments 
from the orchestra that become more popular during the 
Classical period i.e. clarinet, flute, bassoon, oboe and the 
French horn as well as the piano (which replaced the 
harpsichord). 

Those still working towards 
expectations may:  

• Be able to explain that the 
Classical period was a 
particular time in musical 
history that sounded very 
different to the music we 
hear today. 

• Be able to state that the 
Classical period of music 
came after the Baroque 
period  

 
Those achieving expectations will:  

• be able to state that the 
Baroque period of music 
came before the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to state that the 
Classical period came 
before the Romantic 
period.  

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them. 

• Recognise that music from 
the Classical period sounds 
very different to music 
from the Baroque period.  
 

Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Be able to state that the 
Baroque period of music 
came before the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to state that the 
Classical period came 
before the Romantic 
period.  

• Be able to describe the 
features of Classical music 

• Be able to notice how 
Classical music differs from 
Baroque music in sound 
and identify the era if 
played an unfamiliar piece 
of music.   

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them and talk about their 
lives. 



Year 
5 

Knowledge Outcomes 

 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this unit: 
 
The Baroque Period 

• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 
musical history (it came after the Baroque period)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

• Children know the features of Baroque music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Baroque period: Bach, Handel and Vivaldi. 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Bach, Handel and Vivaldi.  

• Children recognise by sight and sound the key baroque 
instruments e.g. the harpsichord. 

 
 
 
The Classical Period 
 

• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Romantic period but after 
the Baroque period)  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly. 

• Children know the features of Classical music and can 
distinguish it from Baroque period music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Classical period: Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph 
Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph Bologne,  
Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

• Children are able to identify by sight and sound instruments 
from the orchestra that become more popular during the 
Classical period i.e. clarinet, flute, bassoon, oboe and the 
French horn as well as the piano (which replaced the 
harpsichord). 

 
The Romantic Period 

• Children can identify where the Romantic period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Modern period but after 
the Classical period)  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

Those still working towards 
expectations may 
 

• Be able to explain that the 
Romantic period was a 
particular time in musical 
history that sounded very 
different to the music we 
hear today. 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period of music 
came after the Baroque 
and Classical periods.  

 
Those achieving expectations will:  

• be able to state that the 
Romantic period of music 
came after the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period came 
before the Modern period.  

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them. 

• Recognise that music from 
the Romantic period 
sounds very different to 
music from the Baroque 
and Classical periods.  

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period of music 
came after the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period came 
before the Modern period.  

• Be able to describe the 
features of Romantic music 

• Be able to notice how 
Romantic music differs 
from Baroque and Classical 
period music in sound and 
identify the era if played an 
unfamiliar piece of music.   

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them and talk about their 
lives. 



• Children know the features of Romantic period music and 
can distinguish it from Baroque and Classical period music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Romantic period: Tchaikovsky, Chopin, Schumann and 
Wagner.  

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Tchaikovsky, Chopin, Schumann and Wagner.  

 

Year 
6 

Knowledge Outcomes 

Relevant prior learning needed to access this unit: 
 
The Baroque Period 

• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 
musical history (it came after the Baroque period)  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

• Children know the features of Baroque music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Baroque period: Bach, Handel and Vivaldi. 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Bach, Handel and Vivaldi.  

• Children recognise by sight and sound the key baroque 
instruments e.g. the harpsichord. 

 
The Classical Period 

• Children can identify where the Classical period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Romantic period but after 
the Baroque period)  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly. 

• Children know the features of Classical music and can 
distinguish it from Baroque period music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Classical period: Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph 
Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and Joseph Bologne,  
Chevalier de Saint-Georges. 

• Children are able to identify by sight and sound instruments 
from the orchestra that become more popular during the 
Classical period i.e. clarinet, flute, bassoon, oboe and the 
French horn as well as the piano (which replaced the 
harpsichord). 

 
The Romantic Period 

• Children can identify where the Romantic period fits within 
musical history (it came before the Modern period but after 
the Classical period)  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

 
The Modern Period 

Those still working towards 
expectations may 
 

• Be able to explain that the 
Modern period was a 
particular time in musical 
history includes music we 
hear today and was 
different to styles that 
came before it. 

• Be able to state that the 
Modern period of music 
came after the Baroque, 
Classical and Romantic 
periods.  

 
Those achieving expectations will:  

• Be able to state that the 
Modern period of music 
came after the Baroque, 
Classical and Romantic 
periods.  

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them. 

• Recognise that music from 
the Modern period sounds 
very different to music 
from the Baroque, Classical 
and periods.  

 
Those exceeding expectations will: 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period of music 
came after the Classical 
period. 

• Be able to state that the 
Romantic period came 
before the Modern period.  

• Be able to describe the 
features of Romantic music 

• Be able to notice how 
Romantic music differs 
from Baroque and Classical 



• Children can identify where the Modern period fits within 
musical history (it comes after the Romantic period and is still 
current).  

• Children understand that throughout history, musical styles 
have evolved quite significantly.  

• Children know the features of Modern classical music period 
music and can distinguish it from Baroque, Classical and 
Romantic period music. 

• Children know the names of several composers from the 
Romantic period: John Williams, Aaron Copland and 
Bernstein for example.  

• Children become familiar with and recognise key pieces of 
music from John Williams, Aaron Copland and Bernstein.  

 

period music in sound and 
identify the era if played an 
unfamiliar piece of music.   

• They will be able to name 
key composers from the 
era as well as recognise key 
pieces of music written by 
them and talk about their 
lives. 

 

 

 

 


