Year Myth Knowledge organiser Communicate and apply
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have any myths influenced you in any way? Did they help you live your life? Have you behaved in a different way because of them? Did they help you to understand anything?
Evaluate: Not important at all: I think the myths are a small part of their faith and they are more likely to follow the scriptures because a myth is an imaginary story so I’m not sure how much truth is in them. Some importance: I think they are a little bit important because there are important messages in them but they can’t just follow the messages and ignore all other parts of the Hindu faith.  Very important: The Hindu faith all has one goal- to break the cycle of reincarnation. To do that they have to live their life in a certain way and these messages are taught them through myths so I think myths are very important to Hindus. 


 Mahabharata Theme: Devotion 
Beliefs: Hindus should only be devoted to God and not what they own. They should be kind and help people even strangers. When they are struggling, it can appear that the Gods are being cruel but they have hidden good plans for you. What goes around comes around. If you are kind, people will be kind to you. 
Rama and Sita: Theme:  Good over Evil 
Beliefs: Helping each other, working together to help others for good is powerful, kidnapping is wrong, You can help yourself a bit in times of trouble, keep calm in scary situations, trust the people you know. Don’t be unkind because you are feeling jealous.  Man and wife should stick together. True friendship. You should keep your promises. Be honest.


[image: ][image: ][image: ] Krishna and the serpent
1) What are the themes of the story (what are the most important things the myth is about?  Good overcoming evil)
2) What are the values or beliefs expressed in the myth? (community, helping each other, brotherhood, survival, good will always overcome evil, symbolically: you can lose your way if you forget who you are or are tempted by evil but with support/guidance you will remain on the right path. If you believe in yourself you can achieve anything)
3) Why might the myth be important? 
If Hindus believe in reincarnation and it being dependent on how you lived your last life then the myth is very important in teaching Hindus to be good (helping each other, community support)  and to make choices that aren’t evil etc 
Dharma is religious law about how people should behave themselves (being honest and have compassion)
dharmic path has four aspects: austerity (tap), purity (shauch), compassion (daya) and truthfulness (satya); and adharmic or unrighteous life has three vices: pride (ahankar), contact (sangh), and intoxication (madya)


Myth: Imaginary story to explain life, death, beginning of the world and natural powers
Saga:  A heroic story based on truth
Fable:  A short story involving animals that talk to humans. Contains a moral for the reader 
Folk-Tale: Imaginary stories handed down from generation to generation about hopes and fears
Fairy-Tale: A story about magical imaginary beings and lands 
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Indiasfirst major religion. Hinduism is not just a religion but it was
way of life
FIVE BASIC BELIEFS:
Brahman - name of one supreme god.
Multiple Gods - gods and goddesses represented Brahmans'
various powers and qualites.
Dharma - law, obligation, and duty
Karma - governs what happens to people's soul after death
Samsara - continuous cycle of life birth, death, rebirth.
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a qualified form) accept this teaching too. <
Although it is not easy to define Hinduism, we can say that it is

rooted in India, most Hindus revere a body of texts as sacred
scripture known as the Veda, and most Hindus draw on a
common system of values known as dharma.

« Hinduism originated around the Indus Valley near the
River Indus in modern day Pakistan.

« About 80% of the Indian population regard themselves as
Hindu.

« Most Hindus believe in a Supreme God, whose qualities and
forms are represented by the multitude of deities which
emanate from him.

« Hindus believe that existence is a cycle of birth, death, and
rebirth, governed by Karma.

« Hindus believe that the soul passes through a cycle of
e lives and its next incarnation is always dependent
on how the previous life was lived.

« The main Hindu texts are the Vedas and their supplements
(books based on the Vedas). Veda is a Sanskrit word meaning
*knowledge'. These scriptures do not mention the word 'Hindu’
but many scriptures discuss dharma, which can be rendered
as 'code of conduct’, 'law’, or ‘duty’

« Hindus celebrate many holy days, but the Festival of Lights,
Diwali is the best known.

« The 2001 census recorded 559,000 Hindus in Britain, around
1% of the population.
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