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Friday 21st January 2022 

Dear Parents/ carers 

We have certainly had a busy start to the Spring term!  It has 

been great to see children taking part in a wide range of clubs 

this week and working hard in their morning mastery sessions.  

Year 6 have been doing some fantastic writing inspired by 

Ernest Shackleton’s expeditions to the Antarctic.  Year 5 have 

already been on a visit to the Winchester Planetarium to support 

their learning about Space in Science – an exciting and hands 

on day was enjoyed by all! Year 4 have started their learning 

about electricity; they will be learning how to make circuits and 

then they will put it into practise by designing their own robot. 

Year 3 have got stuck into their Geography and have been 

learning about the formation of earth. Please see below for each 

Year groups curriculum maps which explains what everyone will 

be learning about this term.  Knowledge organisers which give 

greater detail about each topic are available on the year group 

pages of the school website under the Pupils tab.  

Covid-19  

As you may have seen in the news, Covid-19 cases nationally appear to be declining 

but cases among primary age children are continuing to rise; unfortunately, we are 

no exception to this.  We do have positive cases across the school and cases are 

continuing to rise.  We are going to aim to do our best to limit transmission within the 

school building whilst maintaining our full curriculum offer. Children will be eating 

both hot and cold food in their classrooms and we will continue to have year group 

play areas outside. Clubs, morning mastery and Read, Write Inc groups will all run 

as normal whilst we have the staffing capacity and all children are encouraged to 

attend. It is really important that we keep the sense of normality and children get to 

have as many opportunities and experiences as we can give them.  

Help us to keep your children in school by continuing to do regular lateral flow tests.  

Please be aware that the majority of our children who have tested positive have 

been feeling sick and headachy rather than having the three main Covid-19 

symptoms. We ask that parents and carers continue to wear face masks whilst on 

the school site when restrictions are removed next week, because this will help us to 

reduce transmission across households.  
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Year 6 Ambassadors  

Year 6 have been busy over the last week, writing letters of application to take on the 

additional responsibility of being our school ambassadors. I have been very 

impressed with the quality and volume of letters. Children in year 6 have applied to 

be either an office ambassador where they will help Mrs Williamson sort the dinner 

tokens and answer the phone, play leaders where they will referee our four-square 

pitches and run skipping and ball games or Trick Box leaders who can help children 

to use their Trick box strategies to ensure that everyone is having a fun lunchtime. 

We will make the appointments next week and it will be lovely to see our Year 6’s 

taking a more active role in the life of the school.  Please be patient with us if we are 

practising answering the phones!  

 

Year 5 Planetarium Trip 

On Thursday 6th January, year 5 had an 

exciting trip to Winchester Planetarium 

to support their learning in Science all 

about Space. It began with a theatre talk 

where we flew through Space to see 

different planet’s surfaces and we learnt 

all about how to identify different 

constellations along the way. We took 

part in an interactive workshop which 

was really fun as we had to lead our 

own investigations all linked to the 

James Webb space shuttle which was 

launched just before Christmas. We had 

to work out which material would protect 

the technology the most as it would be 

travelling so close to the sun. We also 

had different challenges involving lazers 

and we learnt how to refract the light. 

Finally, we were able to explore the 

other exhibits the planetarium had to 

offer and visit the gift shop. We all had 

so much fun and learnt lots too!  
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Online Safety sharing pictures  

Using devices like phones and tablets to share 

pictures can be a great way for children to have fun 

and stay in touch with friends and family.  It’s really 

important that your child knows what is okay to share 

online and what they should check with you first.  

Read Younger Children Sharing Pictures or Videos 

Online for more information on the risks and how to 

support safer sharing.  

Watching videos 

Children love to watch videos and YouTube is 

always a firm favourite. Unfortunately, sometimes 

children can be exposed to videos that are not 

meant for them. YouTube Kids is a safer way for 

children to explore the internet. You Tube kids 

allows you to set parent controls which mean that 

you can select which videos your child will be able to access. You can also choose 

whether you would like the search function to be available. If you do enable the 

search function, children are only able to watch videos that are accessible on 

YouTube kids.  

Remember, primary aged children should be supervised at all times when 

online. 

 

Mental Health and Well-being  

In class assemblies this week the children have watched a short video about mental 

health. If you would like to see the video yourselves, or watch it again with your child 

then the link to this is below. The video talks about 'small' feelings; those which are 

normal to experience each day such as excitement, nervousness, upset or even 

anger. It then describes 'big' feelings; for example, feeling sad, angry or 

worried most of the time or on a daily basis. It's really important that children (and 

grown-ups) talk to someone if they are having these 'big' feelings. It's also important 

that children feel they have someone they can talk to about their feelings, either at 

home, at school or elsewhere. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Has-your-child-shared-a-picture-or-video-online-/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Has-your-child-shared-a-picture-or-video-online-/
https://www.youtubekids.com/
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Anna Freud Schools Talking Mental Health Animation  
 
If you have any concerns about your child's social, emotional or mental health then 
please do speak to us to see if we can help in any way. 1 in 8 young people will 
struggle with their mental health, so it's really important to talk about it and seek 
support if you feel you or your child need it.  
 

 
 

And finally… 

We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to 

follow on a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found 

by searching for millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called 

millrythejunior but this is not the current account for our school.  The school 

account is not for children to follow on their own Instagram app as this is not 

meant for children under the age of 13. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Becky Vousden 
Acting Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/talking-mental-health-animation-teacher-toolkit/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/resources/talking-mental-health-animation-teacher-toolkit/
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Key dates for the academic year 2021 – 2022 confirmed so far: 

Spring 1 

4th February Y6 Greek Day 
8th February Safer Internet Day  
10th February Year 6 Height and Weight checks  
14th February Love Day  
18th February Last day of Spring 1 
 
Spring 2 
 
28th February first day back  
3rd March Year 5 Private Peaceful Theatre Trip (more information shortly) 
3rd March World Book Day 
9th March Parents evening 4pm – 7pm (not including 4JS) 
10th March Parents evening 4pm- 6pm (all classes) 
11th March Parents evening 4pm – 6pm (4JS only)  
25th March Year 3 Roman Fishbourne Palace Trip (more information shortly) 
1st April Last day for clubs, Read Write Inc, Reading Plus and Morning Mastery  
8th April Last day of Spring term 
 
 

Year 3 Spring Term 1  
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Year 4 Spring Term 1 
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Year 5 Spring Term 1 
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Year 6 Spring Term 1  

 

 

 


