
Suggested Reading List to compliment Art Lessons 

 
Year 3 

Autumn Term 
Colour Mixing – artist focus is Kandinsky 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Noisy Paint Box 

Vasya Kandinsky was a proper little boy: he 

studied math and history, he practiced the 

piano, he sat up straight and was perfectly 

polite. And when his family sent him to art 

classes, they expected him to paint pretty 

houses and flowers--like a proper artist. 

But as Vasya opened his paint box and began 

mixing the reds, the yellows, the blues, he 

heard a strange sound--the swirling colors 

trilled like an orchestra tuning up for a 

symphony! And as he grew older, he 

continued to hear brilliant colors singing and 

see vibrant sounds dancing. But was Vasya 

brave enough to put aside his proper still lifes 

and portraits and paint . . . music? 

In this exuberant celebration of creativity, 

Barb Rosenstock and Mary GrandPré tell the 

Spring Term 
Sculpture – Roman pottery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clay Lab for Kids,  

A new addition to Quarry's Lab series, focuses 

on kid-friendly clays--air-dry, homemade, and 

polymer--that are safe and easy to use at home 

or in the classroom; no kiln required. 

 

Nashville art teacher Cassie Stephens makes 

clay a focus of her classes with amazing results. 

In Clay Lab for Kids, she continues her creative 

explorations with 52 hands-on projects ranging 

from 2-D monster magnets and coats of arms, to 

3-D bobble-head dolls, Day of the Dead skulls, 

animal friends, marionettes, and treasure boxes.  

 

Summer Term 
Printing and William Morris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
V&A Introduces: William Morris 

An accessible and exciting approach to William 
Morris, a true art and design hero. The 
beautifully designed book will look at William 
Morris as an artist and culture shaper and 
include his most famous work. 



fascinating story of Vasily Kandinsky, one of 

the very first painters of abstract art. 

Throughout his life, Kandinsky experienced 

colors as sounds, and sounds as colors--and 

bold, groundbreaking works burst forth from 

his noisy paint box.  

 

 
Year 4 

 

Autumn Term – Natural sculptures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two books written by Richard Shilling an 

Julia Brooklyn which encourage children to 

get outside and get creative. 

Spring Term – watercolours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Usbourne – Children’s Book of Art 

Discover over thirty of the world’s most famous 

pictures in this fascinating introduction to art, 

with paintings by Van Gogh, Munch, Rousseau, 

Klimt and more. Each page is filled with 

fascinating facts about the artists, their lives and 

how they created their work. Includes a 

glossary, index and links to websites for more 

information. 

Summer term – Drawing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zentangle for Kids 

Meditative drawing has many benefits, from 

increasing focus to relaxing a busy mind. While 

drawing these abstract, structured patterns calms 

the mind, it's also a ton of fun!  Zentangle for 

Kids  offers a fun and accessible way for kids to 

experience the calming and creative challenges 

of this popular style of drawing. Children can 

easily get started all on their own, with easy step-

by-step instructions that show exactly how to 

build a drawing. Certified Zentangle Teacher 

Beate Winkler brings several well-known artists 

who share their favorite designs to inform and 

inspire. This beautiful and charming entry-level 



book is the perfect tool for children to begin their 

exploration through the world of Zentangle. 

 
 
 

 
Year 5 

Autumn Term – Portraits 

 
Portrait Drawing for kids – Angela Rizza 

Anyone can take a picture―but drawing a 

person with recognizable likeness takes 

practice. Portrait drawing offers a completely 

unique interpretation of your subject, and 

Portrait Drawing for Kids gives budding 

artists the skill set they need to draw pictures 

of themselves, their family, and friends.  

Broken down into simple, step-by-step 

instructions, this book will teach you every 

aspect of portraiture, from features of the face, 

to capturing emotions, to techniques like 

shading and highlighting. This drawing for 

kids book will help you take your artistic 

talents to the next level―beginning with a 

sharpened pencil. 

 

Spring Term – Van Gogh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vincents Starry Night and other Stories – 

Micheal Bird 

An enthralling journey through 40,000 years of 

art, from prehistoric cave paintings right up to 

the present day. Discover artists and their art 

around the world, in exciting and imaginative 

tales about artists and the way they created their 

work.  

Written by educator and art historian Michael 

Bird, and illustrated by Kate Evans, the book 

also features reproductions of the famous 

artworks discussed, a comprehensive timeline of 

events, and extra feature spreads on places 

connected with art.  

 

Summer Term  - Paper machie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3D Art Adventures  
explores the stories and meanings behind 18 

sculptures, ceramics, and other ground-breaking 

masterpieces of 3-dimensional art as inspiration 

for children to create 36 exciting and creative 

projects. Perfect for ages 6 and up. 



 
Year 6 

Autumn Term – Perspective 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DK Children’s Book of Art 

Put yourself in the picture with this incredible 

visual guide displaying the best artistic works 

of all time. You're the very special guest with 

unlimited access to the world's most important 

art through the ages, from ancient cave 

paintings to modern-day street art.  

 

On your journey through time you'll see a 

wealth of valuable art, including Egyptian 

tomb paintings, Roman frescoes, Byzantine 

mosaics, and Chinese porcelain. Special 

attention is given to art from different eras, 

such as Aboriginal Dreamtime, Renaissance 

period, impressionism, contemporary art, and 

much, much more.  

 

Watch the progression of artistic styles and 

techniques, such as oil painting, watercolour, 

pastels, and sculpture. Leonardo da Vinci, 

Claude Monet, Vincent van Gogh, Pablo 

Picasso, Frida Kahlo, Jackson Pollock, and 

Andy Warhol are just some of the big names 

from the past and present featured inside. 

Every talent's work is showcased through a 

 Summer Term – Pop art 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make it pop! – Joyce Raimondo 

The "Art Explorers[trademark]" series offers a 

new approach to learning art. Rather than 

emphasise historical information, these books 

encourage kids to describe and interpret what 

they see in famous artworks, then try some of the 

techniques themselves. Each book highlights 5-8 

famous artists. For each artist, a colour 

reproduction of a famous work is paired with 

exploratory questions. An information blurb 

explains how the work was made and the artist's 

intention, emphasising facts of interest to kids. 

Following are art projects that tie into the artist 

and his/her techniques. The activities are 

illustrated with examples of actual children's 

work. 



signature piece supported by illuminating text, 

giving you a unique tour of each prestigious 

work of art. 

 


