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Friday 24th September  

Dear Parents/ Carers 

Now that we are at the end of our third week into term we are getting fully into the swing of 

things; we have certainly been busy!  We have already had two school trips and I know 

that our teachers have been busy booking trips in for the rest of the year which is very 

exciting.  Our Morning Mastery Sessions started this week and it has been fantastic to see 

so many pupils (60+) coming into school early to benefit from small group tuition.  This 

week our eagerly anticipated extra-curricular clubs have started and it has been lovely 

seeing pupils having these opportunities at school again.  Miss Cull has been very 

impressed with the Ukulele club and I am really looking forward to hearing them in concert 

later in the term.   

The Great Big Green Week and COP26 

In November, the UK will host the 26th United Nations Climate 

Change Conference (COP26).  This year’s meeting is 

particularly important because world leaders are aiming to 

make a final agreement about reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions to ‘zero’ in the next 30 years.  It’s vital they make an 

agreement as doing this will help keep global temperature rises 

to 1.5 degrees centigrade.  

However, it’s not just world leaders like our Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson, or activists who can act to protect the planet.  All of us at Mill 

Rythe Junior School can be Climate Leaders too by incorporating 

positive environmental actions into our daily lives. 

What is The Great Big Green week? 

The Great Big Green Week is from 18 – 26 September 2021, and will 

be the largest event for climate and nature ever seen in the UK. 

Thousands of events will celebrate how communities are taking action 

to tackle climate change and protect green spaces, and encourage 

others to get involved too.  In school, as part of the Big Green Week, 

we have been learning about COP26, global warming and climate 

change.  We have discussed ways in which we can be Climate 

Leaders both in school and at home, and how we can spread the 

word. Everyone has made their own ‘promise to the planet’ and we are 

excited to share, and keep our promises to planet Earth!  Try and see 

what ways you can help the environment this weekend and email the 

school telling us what you’ve been up to 😊   
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Kitesurfing Armada  

On Friday 10th September, year 5 were lucky enough to be invited to 

the Kite surfing festival hosted at Beachlands, Hayling Island.  As 

they had made such a fantastic start to year 5, we swapped lessons 

in the classroom for an adventure down at the sea front.  

During the trip, the children met Lewis Crathern (a kite surfing athlete 

who has participated in many kite surfing competitions around the 

world) and the mayor of Havant, who both led a speech on stage all 

about kite surfing, the importance of renewable energy and how to 

look after the world.  

Year 5 had their lunch on the beach whilst watching Lewis give a 

demonstration out on the water before giving them a chance to have 

a go at the power kites and test their core strength/ balance on the 

range of equipment provided. It was a fantastic day for everyone!  

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

No pupils were harmed in the taking of 

this photo or activity 😊  
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Can anyone help?  

Some of you might have noticed that the school has a rather large pot hole in the car park.  
We would like to get this filled in but we understand that tarmac normally comes in large 
quantities; we don’t need a lot just a little bit and we don’t want to be wasteful!   
We were wondering if any parents or family members of the Mill Rythe community work in 
this trade or have access to a small amount of tarmac before we look into purchasing 
some; it is always worth asking!  
 

Harbour Schools  

3SB and 3AT have had a great time learning about the harbour 

with Chichester Harbour Schools (3IC you are going to love it 

when you go in the next few weeks). We have learnt some map 

skills and found our way to and around the harbour.  To help us 

remember we collected different items and created a sticky 

timeline.  We have learnt about the tides and were excited to see 

the change in the sea levels each week and even the difference in 

the harbour from the start and end of our walk.  We have located 

and identified lots of different plants around the harbour and learnt 

of a few ways seeds can be dispersed.  Next week we are going to 

be learning about the sea mud so don't forget your wellies! 
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School Uniform 

The vast majority of pupils have come back to school looking very smart. A small number 

of pupils are not yet wearing the Mill Rythe uniform for PE. It is important that we keep our 

standards high and that all pupils are wearing the appropriate clothes on PE days.  

PE kit:  
• Plain or shadow stripe navy shorts   
• PE shirt (https://serioussport.co.uk/teamwear/stores/mill-rythe-junior-school/)  
• Trainers   
• A dark coloured track suit for outside games   
• PE Hoody (https://serioussport.co.uk/teamwear/stores/mill-rythe-junior-school/) If 

pupils do not have or cannot find their school hoody then they need to wear their 
Mill Rythe School jumper or cardigan.  

• Children with long hair should have a hair elastic to tie it up  
  
Swimming Kit:  

• Boys: plain blue or black trunks or well-fitting shorts that are a shorter length 
(i.e. speedos or jammers, not board shorts or shorts that may fall off!) Please note, 
school staff are unable to help pupils to tie trunks.   

• Girls: a plain blue or black one-piece swimsuit with a sport back to ensure they stay 
on well.  

• All children will need a swimming hat which is available from the office for £1.40  
 
We are aware that it is difficult to find completely plain swimming costumes at the 
moment; a small amount of discreet pattern on costumes is okay. For example:  

   
 

Being Safe Online: E-Safety  

The internet can open doors to explore new learning and can be a great way of keeping in 

contact with our friends and families. However, with the ever-changing nature of 

technology it is important that we ensure our children are being kept safe. E-safety can be 

broken down into 3 broad categories known as ‘The 3 C’s’: 

https://serioussport.co.uk/teamwear/stores/mill-rythe-junior-school/
https://serioussport.co.uk/teamwear/stores/mill-rythe-junior-school/
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Conduct – what we get up to online 

Contact – who we are communicating with 

Content – what we see or who we are exposed to 

Sometimes children need help and support to judge the risks that they might come across. 

Helping your child to manage the risks at home is essential to helping to keep them safe. 

Research shows that the best way to do that is by keeping communication open. Talk 

about what they are doing online, who they are talking to or what the latest updates for 

their favourite games are. Netaware suggest having a family agreement that everyone in 

your household can follow and which you can amend together as your children get older. 

An agreement can help to put boundaries in place to establish good online behaviour and 

encourages conversations about online safety. Click this link to use the Netaware online 

family agreement template.  

There are two websites that can help you keep up to date with the latest information about 

online safety: 

Net Aware – an organisation who work alongside the NSPCC to offer clear and helpful 

advice.  

Common Sense Media – the leading sources of entertainment and technology 

recommendations for families.  

 

And finally… 

We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow 

on a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching 

for millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not 

the current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on 

their own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13. 

 

Have a lovely weekend 

Becky Vousden 

Acting Headteacher 

 

 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/siteassets/content/resources/family-agreement/family-agreement----editable/o2-nspcc-agreement-template_v7_editable.pdf
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/siteassets/content/resources/family-agreement/family-agreement----editable/o2-nspcc-agreement-template_v7_editable.pdf
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/siteassets/content/resources/family-agreement/family-agreement----editable/o2-nspcc-agreement-template_v7_editable.pdf
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Key dates for the academic year 2021 – 2022 confirmed so far: 

Autumn 1 

September – Year 3 Three harbours trip dates – see separate letter.  
27th September – School photos – All children to arrive in school uniform and bring 
their P.E. kit. Swimming will happen as normal across the day.  
29th September – 6AF Meet the teacher 3:30 – 4pm  
20th October Love Day 
20th October Parents evening 4-7pm  
21st October Parents evening 4-6pm  
21st October Year 5 World War 1 Day 
 

Autumn 2 

1st November -Inset day 
2nd November Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
3rd December Annual Nasal Flu Immunisation Programme 
6th December Love of Christmas day/ Christmas jumper day 
9th November Year 2 parents open morning and evening  
15th – 19th November Year 6 Calshot Week and Year 3 – 5 Art Days 
14th December SEN Celebration Assembly 
15th December Christmas Show 
16th December Christmas Dinner 
17th December Christmas Jumpers 
17th December House swimming rewards 
 

Inset days 

4th January 2022 
6th June 2022 
 


