
 

 
Learning – Laughing – Achieving 

Dear Mill Rythe Family,  

If 2020 was a testing year and one that brought families and communities together then the 
start to 2021 has been no less challenging but also inspiring.   
 
To our parents and carers who are at home each day and, for the second time in less than a 
year, have had to find a way to balance their own work and supporting their children with their 
learning whilst maintaining good mental and physical health for their families – you are 
inspiring.   
 
To our parents who are critical workers and whose knowledge, commitment and skills make 
such a difference in supporting people who are being affected by Covid-19 in so many different 
ways, I would like to say thank you.  I can’t begin to understand the challenges you face each 
day but I am in awe of your dedication and selfless character.  Your children have been 
amazing this half term in school and are a credit to all of you.  
 
And finally to the staff team that I have the privilege of working alongside, this has been a half 
term unlike anything else we have experienced in school.  You have had to learn and adapt to 
new ways of working in such short periods of time within an ever changing educational 
landscape whilst ensuring that the safeguarding, learning and mental health of the children, 
their families and your colleagues has been at the forefront of your decision making process 
each day.  Thank you for everything you have done and make sure you have a proper rest this 
half term. 
 
I am incredibly proud of every member of our Mill Rythe Family.  I hope that the Prime 
Minister’s announcement on 22nd February will provide everyone with some time scales to 
work towards in terms of our children being able to return to school.  

Assembly – Huang Wenpan 

In last week’s assembly, we found out about the unfortunately short life of 
Paralympian Huang Wenpan from China. Huang did not let cerebral palsy 
stop him achieving 5 gold medals in Rio in 2016, having only started to 
swim competitively in 2010. Although he found training hard, he 
approached each training session with a desire to do his best. He was 
determined to succeed against the odds, and he thrived under the 
pressure. Unfortunately, Huang’s spectacular achievements were cut 
short when, sadly, he was in a car accident and died in 2018. He has 
taught us how precious life is and that nothing can get in the way of your 
dreams if you truly believe in yourself and commit to putting in the hard 
work required to succeed. Huang spoke of sport and swimming and said 
that he started swimming because it gave him more self-confidence.   
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A week in the life of… 
 
6GR 
6GR have been a pleasure to teach this half term and it has been 
lovely getting to know children from 6AF. Noah and Jamie’s knowledge 
of nature has astounded me every day whilst Matthew’s mathematical 
ability has certainly kept me on my toes. 
 
In English, the children have created two fantastic pieces of writing: a 
recount of the sinking of Endurance and a compendium entry for a 
mythical beast. They have applied skills learnt this half term effectively 
and are now becoming very competent writers. They really enjoyed our 
class reader, ‘Holes’ and were treated to the film version as a reward 
for working so hard this half term. 
 
I have been very impressed with the resilience demonstrated in maths 
over the last few weeks: symmetry, coordinates and 3D shape can be 
really tough for children who struggle to visualise and I must say, they 
have all done an excellent job. I think this must be the first year where 
I’ve had no tears during the lesson on 3D nets - and that’s usually me!   
The children have enjoyed doing art with Mrs Lewis and a few of them 
have enjoyed doing the couch to 5K- we are certainly all a lot fitter! I 
had the very important job of blowing the whistle and telling them when 
to run so perhaps my fitness levels haven’t improved… 
 
As much as I have loved teaching my bubble this half term, I have 
missed those members of 6GR who are working from home. The 
google meets each week are something I look forward to - the ‘What’s 
under my hat?’ meeting being my favourite so far! I know that the children are sometimes 
finding it tough at home but they are doing a fantastic job and should be proud of themselves- I 
know I certainly am.  
 
6SB 
6SB have worked so incredibly hard this term, 
both in school and at home, and I am extremely 
proud of their efforts.  I’ve been really impressed 
with their attitude to learning and their drive to 
produce work of an incredibly high standard, no 
matter where they are.  The work they hand in 
has been a joy to read and they’ve really worked 
hard to use and include what we have taught 
them, whether that is in English or in Maths.  
Chatting to those at home on Google Meet has 
been a real joy; it’s been so nice to see their 
faces and laugh and joke as normal. 
 
The children have loved this term’s unit on 
mythical creatures and have thrown themselves into writing some fantastic compendium 
entries that wouldn’t look out of place in JK Rowling’s book ‘Fantastic Beasts’.  I have loved 
reading them all, including this one which uses many of the year 6 writing features: 
 
Originally from Greece, the Shoebill Cockatrice needs a plumage of feathers to fly away when 
its predators come for it.  This creature has blue-like feathers: it has razor-sharp claws and 
neon green eyes which glow when the Cockatrice is angry.  This elusive bird has a feather-like 
tail which gets dragged along the other scapes of India. 



The Shoebill Cockatrice does not need much food in its lifetime since them and their siblings 
feed off of their parents.  When in the womb, they eat the inside of the mother then later on 
they eat the father.  They also feed off of certain vegetables.  Because of cannibalism, their 
numbers are rapidly dropping which makes them extremely rare. 
 
Although this monstrosity of an animal is very hard to spot, a lady visiting Ancient Greece – an 
explorer – spotted it on the waters edge. The explorer stumbled towards it and snapped a 
picture but as soon as she caught it on camera, the Shoebill sprinted towards her and pecked 
her to death, leaving one of its indigo-blue feathers tucked in her hair.  In fact, this beast is so 
rare it hasn’t been spotted since this incident despite scientists all around the world searching 
for it. 

 
Harriet Wilson, 6SB 
 
Year 6 Google Classroom – Miss Furlong 
Over the past few weeks, Year 6 have been learning about Ancient 
Greece. We journeyed back in time to discover what life was like in 
Ancient Greece and what the Greek empire looked like thousands of 
years ago. In English, we researched different mythical creatures 
and even had a go at creating our own to write about. We really 
enjoyed creating pieces for our class compendium and we have 
produced work we are proud of! Here are some examples of our 
published work. Next half term, we are looking forward to creating 
our own myths.  
 
In Google Classrooms, we have also been loving our daily 
registration sessions as it prepares us for the day and allows 
everyone to see their classmates. It is also a time to give recognition 
to those who have produced some super pieces of work. On 
Mondays we share ‘happy news’, on Wednesdays we share our 
worst jokes and on Fridays we share our fun facts! What did one 
smelly sock say to the other? Are you stinking what I’m stinking…  
 
Art on Thursdays has been lots of fun too, and we have shared the 
work we are proud of in our Google Meet sessions with our 
teachers. We are budding artists!  
 
Working from home is not always easy, but in Year 6 we love a 
challenge. We are going to continue to work hard and to do our best 
after half term. 
 
3KS 

We’ve been having lots of fun in 3KS this week. We have been 
working really hard to write descriptions of the tin forest. Not only did 
we write some amazing descriptive sentences, we then showed off 
our editing skills. Mrs Shergold was very impressed with our effort 
and concentration; we all earned a house point!  

Earthquake hits Hayling Island! In geography we have been writing 
newspaper reports about an earthquake or a volcano eruption on 
Hayling Island. We’ve even been practicing what to do in a real 
earthquake; drop, cover and hold on! We’ve been asking for more 
earthquakes everyday!  



We love art on a Monday afternoon with Mrs Gilmartin. We had a heart theme this week and 
we were allowed to express ourselves with  different artistic styles. Bluebell and Ava have 
created these lovely pieces of art.  

In RHE we have been writing recipes for a healthy family. Some of our ideas were: a dollop of 
love, a spoonful of fun, a pinch of reading stories together, a sprinkle of kindness and a 
teaspoon of eating together.  

I’m so proud of 3KS. They are all working so hard and I’ve been very impressed with their 
attitude towards their learning. They are always smiling and full of enthusiasm.  

3MD 
I couldn't be more impressed and proud of 3MD over the past few 
weeks. Every time I see an empty chair in my class, I remember 
that there is someone at home, missing their friends and missing 
being part of the Mill Rythe family. I miss having them in my class 
and long to hear their laughter, questions and thoughts echoing 
through my classroom again. It only takes a phone call or video call 
home to remind me just how special each and every member of my 
class is and how strong their resolve and determination to do their 
best, despite any barriers they may face, is. The chats I've had and 
the work I've seen have been truly inspiring and they've taught me 
that together we can conquer anything. 
 
At school, not every seat is empty, and the ones that are filled, are 
filled with smiles, wonder and determination to achieve their best. 
They miss their school mates of course and long to be sat next to 
them again sharing jokes, stories and ideas together. 
 
The work I've seen from all children has been incredible, whether at 
home or school, and proves to me that I do have the best class in 
the world. We have been on some incredible learning journeys over 
the past few weeks, from the mountain sides of Wales and Asia, to 
the fiery Volcanoes of the Pacific Ocean. The work and activities 
I've seen from all children have been incredible and show just what 
talent and potential this class has. We have also been training hard, 
come rain, sunshine, snow or hale to get to 5k, and to be honest 
they have smashed it. Thank you 3MD for being just the best 
version of yourselves. Hopefully we'll all be back together again 
soon. 
 
Here is a devastating but exciting news report from Archie 
and Zara as well as a link to a news report on youtube from 
one aspiring news reporter in my class. 
https://youtu.be/ylCPM53i-YY 
 
Year 3 Google Classroom – Miss Thorne 
I want to say a huge well done to all the year 3 children and 
families working from home. This half term you have all 
shown me how resilient you can be and how ambitious you 
are. My heart is bursting with pride for all of you as I know 
Google Classrooms has had its many glitches but we have 
all worked together and done our best to solve the problems. 
Many of you have taught me a thing or two! Each week you 
are all improving and gaining in confidence in using the 
online platform and competing and handing in your work. 

https://youtu.be/ylCPM53i-YY


 
My favourite part of Google Classroom has to be our registrations and group meetings and I 
think you have all enjoyed these too. We have taken ourselves to a virtual tropical island or 
firework shows. So many of you have shared interesting facts or toys and of course our cute 
and cuddly pets! 
 
There are many skills we have all learnt from our time at home include patience, independence 
and being thoughtful and considerate. I know we will continue to be our best at home after half 
term. We will all be crossing our fingers and wishing we can be back in the classroom together 
soon. 
 
Keep being amazing! Enjoy half term and stay safe :) 
 
5MB 
The week opened in 5MB full of hope that snow would dominate and fall in sufficient quantity 
to properly enjoy. With windows open for ventilation, all it unfortunately did was make everyone 
cold! However, we were transported to a world away from our sub-zero environment to explore 
the Amazon rainforest in geography and the Great Barrier reef in English.  Being able to swim 
among the colourful corals alongside tropical creatures certainly made us feel warmer as well 
as generating some fabulous writing.  We are all now hoping for better weather when we return 
after our well-earned break next week.  5MB, you have been wonderful to teach this half term.  
Thank you for making me feel so welcome as your teacher and for inspiring me with your 
dedication and commitment to your learning.  You brighten my everyday with your laughter and 
enthusiasm. 
 
5SH 
5SH have been working hard all half term (in school and at home) on a number of interesting 
topics. In Maths we have been learning about perimeters, areas and converting units of 
measurement. We all enjoyed dancing along to virtual Miss Harrison on the screen and I have 
to give a special shout out to Alice who insisted her whole family took part!        
 
In English we have been creating our own Sci-fi crawls and mixed-genre texts all about the 
Great Barrier reef. We loved finding out how one area of the coral grows in a heart shape all by 
itself! We have also really enjoyed learning about the Amazon rainforest in geography and 
rituals in RE. Declan sent in an AMAZING news report assisted by the aid of a one-legged 
parrot and the children in class have produced some excellent newspaper reports all about the 
rituals Muslims take part in too. We have thoroughly enjoyed our different art projects that Mrs 
Bottomley has taught us as well! We hope it’s not too much longer before we are all back 
together again!  

  

 
 
 
 
 



Year 5 Google Classroom – Miss Cull 
I want to start off by saying just how much Year 5 have impressed 
me with the maths they have been sending in from home this term.  
Some fantastic work has been sent through and it is clear to see 
just how much time and effort has been spent on it.  We’ve had 
some pretty tough topics to cover remotely including fractions, area, 
perimeter and converting units of measure but everyone has tried 
so hard to complete their work fully and I’ve been blown away by 
the commitment shown during this time.   We’ve also tackled a little 
bit of problem solving and I’ve really enjoyed reading the different 
ways children have found the answers.  Showing our working out 
really does help both ourselves (as it helps us to organise our 
thoughts clearly) and also the teacher or adult trying to mark it 
because it shows your thought process and also where it went 
wrong so we can help.  It demonstrates just how securely you 
understand the mathematical concept.   
 
Some excellent work has been sent it too for the MMM (Morning 
Maths Meetings).  It has been lovely to see confidence grow within 
different aspects of the MMM especially regarding the fractions 
slides where there has been some excellent converting between 
mixed numbers & improper fractions.   Written methods have continued to be reinforced too 
which is vital so thank you for your commitment to this.  
 
I want to say a huge well done and thank you to Year 5 children and families for the time they 
have dedicated to maths and the support that has been given to them.  I know remote learning 
and Google Classroom does not compare to being in a school lesson but I really am so proud 
of Year 5 for the effort they have put into their maths this term and I have no doubt they will 
continue to do well when we finally return to school.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bubble JH 
Variety is the spice of life and our mixed bubble is brimming with a 
range of work across years 4,5 and 6! The children have worked 
incredibly hard to be ambitious, independent and creative. Every day 
they set themselves new targets to achieve. This week it has it been 
to run further in the C 2 5K challenge, beating their times table score 
(Paris has taken 23 seconds off her best time), producing their best 
piece of English or simply having a go, before asking for help! From 
Mythical beasts to the Iron Man; shape to perimeter; rainforests to the 
Great Barrier Reef; Playing with the farm animals or a visit from our 
friendly fox. We have seen and worked through it all! I know the class 
are all looking forward to a well-deserved half term break. Top term 
team! 
 
4IC 
What a strange half term it has been for us all, but my goodness it has shown me just how 
amazing the children in my class are.  Whether they have been in school or at home, everyone 
has shown a real determination to make the very best of the situation. For those children who 
are with me in class, they have had to learn to follow new rules, keep their distance from each 
other and stick to handwashing timetables. They have also got to know our new teaching 
assistant, Mrs Denney, who has settled in brilliantly and feels like she has been with us 
forever.  
 
They have all worked really hard in lessons and I can see so much improvement in all of their 
work. We have also been taking part in our couch to 5k challenge twice a week. It's been a 
great opportunity for us all to become fitter but I have particularly enjoyed the chance to have 
some running mates who love a good natter too - I've learnt all sorts of interesting things about 
the children that I never knew before. 
 
My favourite day of the week is now Friday because this is the day I get to have a chat with 
everyone at home. These children have impressed me so much with their independence and 
resilience, they are not willing to let anything get in the way of their learning. I know they have 
really missed their classmates and are desperate to come back to school but they have not 
grumbled once and have just got on with their work. I love seeing their smiling faces each 
week and sharing our news with each other. Alice has introduced us to her gorgeous new 
puppy Biscuit, Harry has made an incredible robot with his Grandad, Sienna has been painting 
and Sam's cat entertained us by dancing Gangnam style! We've played games and taken part 
in quizzes and just enjoyed seeing each other.  
 
I am so proud of each and every child in my class and cannot wait until we are all back 
together again. So enjoy your half term break 4IC, you well and truly deserve it. 
 
4JS 
In 4JS this half term we have been trying our hand at writing 
explanation texts, we have practiced using time adverbs, 
prepositions, similes, conjunctions and onomatopoeia to make our 
writing exciting and interesting to read. In maths we have been using 
place value charts and part-whole models to help us with division and 
have recently moved on to looking at measurement and perimeter. In 
the afternoons we have explored worship in RE, we have looked at 
what worship is, how Christians and Hindus worship and the features 
of churches and temples. In class, we created some beautiful 
stained-glass windows. Mrs Salter-Vaile and myself are so proud of 
4JS, the learning behaviours of the children both in school and at 
home have been absolutely amazing. We cannot wait to have 
everyone back in class together again. 



 
Family Wellbeing Pack 
This is a brilliant resource containing a wealth of resources, 
contacts and ideas to support all members of our families at this 
difficult time.  It will be available via the newsletter page of the 
school website this evening. 
 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable 
family and friends to follow on a regular basis different aspects 
of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called 
millrythejunior but this is not the current account for our school.  
The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under 
the age of 13.  We also have a lost property Instagram page 
which can be found at MRJS_lost_property.  We will hold all 
lost property until the end of a half term at which point it will be 
donated. 
 
Have a good half term with your families. 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 

Key dates for the academic year 2020 – 2021 confirmed so far: 
Spring 2 
22nd February Inset day cancelled – school will now be open on this day 
23rd February Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
4th March World Book Day 
8th – 12th March Practice SATs week 
12th March Mother Day Shopping 
15th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
16th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
17th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
18th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
31st March Intervention Celebration Assembly 
1st April Winning house cinema and popcorn reward 
 
Summer 1 
10th – 13th May SATs week 
14th May History of Art Day 
 
Summer 2 
7th June Inset day 
8th June Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
18th June Fathers Day Shopping 
28th June  Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 
29th June Year 5 and 6 Sports Day 
9th July Year 6 at Paultons Park 
16th July Year 6  Leavers Event 
19th July Year 6 Enterprise Day 
22nd July Winning House BBQ and Waterfight 
23rd July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 


