
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and carers, 
 
I just wanted to take this opportunity to say what an amazing job you are doing in supporting your child’s 
wellbeing and learning in the first few weeks of term.  The situation that we find ourselves in currently 
presents real challenges to all of us but our children couldn’t be supported by a better team of parents, 
carers, staff and friends. 
 
Remote and in School Learning 
I thought it might be helpful to give you an overview of our remote learning provision this half term.  The 
curriculum that we are teaching in school is the same curriculum that is being taught remotely to children 
who are working at home.  The only exception to this comes on a Monday afternoon where children in 
school are engaged in art lessons whilst children at home are doing Couch to 5K and TTRS.  We are looking at 
how we can replicate these sessions for children at home.  As the curriculum is mirrored, this enables the 
children of critical workers who are only in school on days when their parents/carers are working to move 
seamlessly from home to school without creating gaps in their knowledge and understanding.  It means that 
all of our children will have had access to the same curriculum content when schools re-open to all children. 
 
The one distinct difference for the children working in school and those who are working at home is their 
ability to interact with other children and staff each day.   Whilst I am pleased with the quality of education 
that we are providing, this is an area that can be improved.  Last week, we added the Friday morning google 
meet sessions which teachers and children all appeared to enjoy alongside the weekly phone calls from class 
teachers.  We have a number of children and families who are called on a daily or twice weekly basis by Mrs 
Ginn and Mrs Hodgson too.  For next week, we are adding an optional morning registration each day.  This 
will be a chance for children to join a teacher or teachers in each year team to review the day ahead and for 
teachers to share some beautiful work from the previous day.  These sessions will last for about ten minutes 
and can be accessed from the classwork page of google classroom.  Due to the number of children 
potentially involved, teachers will not be able to interact individually with each child but I hope they will set 
all of the children up well for the day as well as providing some additional motivation and interaction 
between children and staff.  We will review this approach at half term. 
 
Parent, Carer and Child Evaluation of Remote learning  
To help us evaluate our provision so far this term, please can you click on this link and complete the 
questionnaire by Wednesday 3rd February so we can then think about how we can modify our approach 
moving forward.  Some of the changes we have already made  to our provision is as a direct result of 
feedback from parents  and  carers.  I really appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts and ideas 
with us. 
 
Why are children not engaged in live lessons? 
There are several reasons for this.  Live lessons would necessitate all of the children being able to access the 
learning at the same time of the day; children all having a consistent internet connection and all of the  
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children being in the same place with their learning.  One of the reasons that your children make such good 
progress in school is because teachers spend so much time personalising the learning to them and moving 
through the learning journey at their pace.  Within remote learning, we have been able to teach at three 
different ability levels each day in maths and English through the use of pre-recorded teaching inputs.   
Children can pause the teaching, go back and listen to it again and they are not affected by a slower 
connection or other children having difficulties and interrupting/slowing their learning down.  They can also 
access the work at a time in the day that works best for them and their family.   I’m aware of several families 
with three or four children at home who all need to access remote learning as well as having other members 
of the household who need to be able to work online too.  To facilitate this, technology has  to be shared. 
 
Google Meet with Mr Bessant and Miss Vousden 
Miss Vousden and I are going to trial a daily session with one year group before half term where they can 
meet with us online to either share some beautiful work, share a joke or concern or talk to us about 
something they have been doing outside school.  We love being on the gate each morning and evening as it 
gives us a  chance to speak to all of the MRJS family and hope that these sessions will to some degree  
replicate this part of school life for those children learning at home.  We will share more information about 
this next week.   
 
These sessions will be recorded alongside the Friday meet sessions and morning registration sessions to 
safeguard everyone involved. 
 
Feedback from Class Teachers 
Last week, I met with all of our teachers who are leading the remote learning and it was really helpful to 
listen to their feedback about the start to this half term.  They have asked me to share the following with 
you: 
 

• Thank you for being so supportive of both your children and us.  We have loved the messages of 
support; the messages that have made us laugh and the feedback that has enabled us to understand 
what aspects of remote learning are working well and less well.   

• Most of your children are completing their maths and English work each week and ‘turning’ it in on 
time.  They are superstars. 

• A small number of children are not completing maths and English each day.  This will lead to them 
having gaps in their knowledge and make returning to school and progress in the future harder for 
them.   

• Providing our children with feedback about their learning is key to them improving.  If we get the 
feedback right,  it will improve their understanding and help them move forward with their learning.  
At the moment, lots of children are not acting on this feedback.  We wonder if they are not going 
back and looking at their work once it has been turned in.  Please can you talk to them about this. 
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• Lots of children are using the messaging part of google classrooms really well which enables us to  
support them with their learning.  Please say thank you and well done to them.  One or two 
children’s messages are not as polite as we would expect them to be.  These messages are written 
very differently to the way in which children speak to adults in school.  Please can you remind all of 
our children that messages that are send electronically to anyone should be suitable to said in front 
of Mum, Dad, Mr Bessant and Miss Vousden. 

• There is some excellent work being produced in the foundation lessons.  Less children are completing 
these lessons which is a shame as these are the lessons that they demonstrate a real passion for in 
school.   The days at home must be long for everyone right now but we are looking forward to seeing 
more of this work shared with us. 

Staff Mental Health and Wellbeing 
One of the challenges for teachers who are working from home is balancing planning and filming lessons 
with providing feedback and knowing when their work day ends and their family time begins.  I have told all 
of our teachers who are working from home that I expect them to take the breaks that they would do in 
school and to have their PPA (planning, preparation and assessment time) for two hours on a Monday 
afternoon – they weren’t doing this as they felt they needed to be able to provide feedback throughout each 
day.  Teachers will post on the stream when they are not going to be working at their computers each day. 
 
Feedback for children 
Providing children with precise feedback is a key component of effective teaching and when children act on 
this their learning moves forward.  This is an interesting process to replicate on line and google classrooms as 
a learning platform doesn’t make this as easy as we would like  - notifications for children and staff when 
feedback has been given are not immediately clear and require them to go and look for this.   
 
Teachers are providing children with individual feedback on average twice each week in maths and English 
which will address misconceptions and praise effort and achievement. They will then provide class feedback 
three times a week.  Within class feedback they will address some more general misconceptions, e.g. Great 
work today year 3.  I was particularly impressed with…  In question 3, a number of us did not refer to the text 
specifically.  A precise answer would have said… 
 
We have agreed that they will provide feedback on work for up to 36 hours after it was set, e.g. work set on 
a Monday morning will be given feedback as long as it is turned on by 6pm on Tuesday evening.  I hope that 
this will give everyone time to complete work and turn it in. 
 
I hope that this update is useful and look forward to reflecting upon your feedback about what is going well 
and more importantly, what would make our provision better. 
 
Please keep sharing examples of beautiful work with me via mrjsclosure@millrythe-jun.hants.sch.uk  
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Thank you for your continued support. 
 

 
 
 
 

David Bessant 
Headteacher 
Mill Rythe Junior School 
 


