
 

 
Learning – Laughing – Achieving 

Dear Mill Rythe Family,  

Thank you for your amazing support in what has been a very different 
first half term to our school year.  It has been lovely to meet and get to 
know new parents from across our school on the gate each morning 
and evening.  Year 3 have settled into their new school really well and 
I am looking forward to seeing what all of our children can achieve in 
the second half of the Autumn term.  Have a wonderful half term with 
your families.  Our  wider community continue to support our school 
brilliantly and I would like to thank Stoke Fruit Farm for their donation 
of 30 pumkins this week alongside their continued support for our 
farm. 
 
Covid-19 
I hope that everyone will remain well over half term but if your child or 
a member of your household return a positive test, please contact me 
via mrjsclosure@millrythe-jun.hants.sch.uk so that I can speak to DfE 
and PHE to ensure that we are taking the right actions to keep our 
school family safe when we return to school after half term. 
 
Absence: 
Please report absences on each day of absence (unless previously arranged with the office) by 
either ringing the office on 023 92463663 or texting on 07786 207779. Please message 
promptly prior to your child's registration time.  Please also indicate why your child is off, eg ear 
ache, sickness in night etc.  We have had a few messages recently that stated, 'not coming in' 
or 'unwell'. 
 
Lunch Menu Choices: 
The school dinner menu will remain the same for the rest of this term. Week commencing 2nd 
November will be hot dinners for years 3,4&5 and each alternate week.  Week commencing 
9th November will be years 5&6 and each alternate week.  There will be an increase in meal 
price to £2.50 from 1st November, lunch accounts must be in credit to order a school lunch. 
 
School Assembly – Black Lives Matter  
During our assembly we learnt more about how 
the Black Lives Matter movement started and 
why it has become so important to discuss and 
understand.  The BLM movement started as far 
back as 2013 but became  a focus again after 
the death of George Floyd, who was killed while 
being arrested, with demonstrations and rallies 
happening all over the world.  The BLM 
movement wanted people to know that this 
incident of undue force, violence and inequality 
towards black people was not a one-off, but that 
inequality and discrimination is something that 
black people face daily and that it has resulted in 
the unnecessary deaths of many, many black 
people.   
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During the demonstrations, some bystanders would chant in retaliation that 'White Lives Matter 
too'.  The BLM movement agree that white lives matter too, but white lives have always 
mattered - they feel that it is time that black lives matter just as much.  Our assembly explored 
the idea of 'white privilege'.  This is where white people have never had to worry that they won't 
be accepted for a job because of the colour of their skin; that they can walk through a 
neighbourhood without fear of violence; that they won't be arrested purely for the car that they 
are driving.   
 
By learning about the BLM movement, we hope to educate our children to understand that no-
one should be treated differently because of the colour of their skin and to give them skills and 
strategies to stand up against racism.  We still have so much work to do until inequality is 
stamped out and it is our children who will go forward to end discrimination. 
 
House Winners 
Congratulations to Nelson house on claiming the first half 
termly reward!  They can come to school in non-uniform on 
Monday 2nd November and will get a House Ice Bun at break 
time.  The scores are re-set at 0 and everyone in Trafalgar, 
Victory and Hardy are determined to outscore them next half 
term. 
 
A week in the life of… 
 
3MD 
We've had another lovely week in 3MD, but the pinnacle was Thursday 
when we were treated to another joyous visit from the wonderful people 
at Chichester Harbour.  This week we went bird watching along the 
Harbour Line that runs across the back of the school and the holiday 
village.  The children were fully prepared with their binoculars and were 
able to spot a selection of Oyster catchers, Brent Geese, Red Shanks 
and herons.  They also listened out for a melody of bird calls and at the 
end of the session were able to identify some of the birds just from their 
beautiful, distinctive sounds. Back at school, they then learnt about 
which was the most effective beak for catching and eating worms, so if 
you spot your child in the garden with a spoon searching for worms and 
shovelling them in their mouths, don't worry, they're just trying to find out 
which is the most effective beak. It has been exceptional working with 
the kind volunteers from Chichester harbour, and the children have 
learnt so much about the world around them - they created a truly rich learning environment. 
Please go and visit Chichester harbour during Half term for some fantastic walks and watch 
with wonder as your child astounds you with their knowledge. Have a great half term and see 
you for more fun in the next one 
 
3AT 
WOW, what a busy half term it is has been!  We are sad Harbour school 
has come to an end but we loved our last trip learning about the birds 
and animals that live in the mud. The rain didn't put us off and we had 
fun jumping in the puddles! 
 
Herb the dragon finally came into class to see us. He said he wasn't 
very scary and wanted to be more dragony. So, in our best writing, we 
taught him how to distress a damsel. He has now passed dragon school 
and is off to live with the other dragons somewhere unknown.  To finish 
our dragon unit, we have drawn and painted some detailed dragon 
eyes. Keep an 'eye' on Instagram and see if you can spot yours! 



 
We have learnt so much in science and our scientific knowledge is growing exponentially! Ask 
the children what the sun is made of and what type of light is invisible and harmful to us. 
 
RHE has taught us all to be more healthy in the things we eat and the things we do. It has 
been great to see children looking at the nutrition facts on the packets in their lunch box and 
talking about good and bad habits. Ask them how many hours of sleep they should be getting 
each night and then enjoy adjusting bedtimes accordingly! 
 
I think the children are ready for a well-deserved break.  Have a 
lovely week together and I will see you in November for another half 
term full of exciting things! 
 
4JS 
This week in 4JS we have challenged ourselves by writing some 
really fantastic information texts based on the book, 'The Journey'. 
We made sure that we included possessive apostrophes as well as 
detailed descriptions using adventurous adjectives. In the 
afternoons, we had a whistle stop tour of the Romans to catch up 
on the work we missed at the end of Year 3. We learnt about all the 
different legacies that the Romans left in Britain such as roads, laws 
and the calendar and we even built our own Roman villas. Both Mrs 
Jones and Mrs Salter-Vaile have been really impressed with how 
brilliantly the children have settled into Year 4, demonstrating super 
learning behaviours. Have a lovely half term and keep up the good 
work! 
 
4IC 
It's been another busy week in 4IC. In English, we have been fine 
tuning all the skills we have learnt this term. We have written our 
own information page based on the city in the story 'Journey' and 
described the forest, the river, the canals and the city buildings. Mrs 
Chessell, was really impressed with our presentation, descriptive 
language and that we now know how to use possessive 
apostrophes. In Maths we have been learning to subtract larger 
numbers, which has also involved knowing how to exchange. We 
are now much more confident at using this skill.  In the afternoons 
we have travelled back in time to the Roman Empire.  We have 
learnt about roads, hypocausts, houses and even built our own 
Roman villas.  It has been a fantastic half term being back 
together and everyone has worked so hard.  Mrs Chessell is 
extremely proud of all of us and is looking forward to starting all 
over again in November once we've all had a well earnt rest. 
 
5SG 
What a first half term this has been! This week, 5SG completed 
their hot writes and edited them. It was lovely to see how far they 
have already come from their very first piece of writing this year. 
The progress in art as well has blown me away and the children 
have created some amazing portraits of WW1 soldiers after 
learning how to correctly draw the different features of a face and 
how to draw the face and features in proportion. I must admit that 
when I saw their first attempts at drawing a face, I was a little 
worried what our final display board would look like but they really 
stepped up to the challenge. In RHE, children learnt about sun 
safety which felt a little strange with the black clouds and rain 



outside! In history, we learnt more about life in the trenches which has prepared us nicely for 
today: the long-anticipated World War 1 Day! Today, we will be experiencing what it might 
have been like during a bombardment in our very own trenches, enjoying some traditional food 
(pea soup!) and making our own model trenches to show off what we have learnt. 
 
5SH 
5SH have been working incredibly hard this week on 
their hot writes to accompany an animated clip called the 
piano, where a man sits down to play a song and the 
memories of his wife and time in the war drift back to 
him. They have a photocopy of their finished edited 
versions in their bags to show you and for you to keep. I 
hope you enjoy reading them as much as I have. They 
have all done incredibly well to convey emotion and 
imagery in their writing. We have also worked really hard 
on understanding what the conditions in the trenches 
were like, not to mention some excellent fun on World 
War 1 day!  
 
5JH 
This week we have been gearing up for our big end of term finale - 
World War One Day. We have been putting the finishing touches to 
our writing in English and I am super proud of all their efforts. In art, 
we spent the afternoon painting a camouflage background to set off 
our portraits. In History we will be experiencing life in the trenches, 
living among the (paper) rats, sat on sand bags listening to war time 
stories in Private Peaceful and sampling the food - cold pea 
soup!  We have had a great first term and worked incredibly hard. 
Enjoy the week off 5JH and see you in November! 
 
5MC 
For our art unit, we have painted the background for our final 
piece.  The final stage will be completed on WW1 day where we will 
be drawing a portrait of a WW1 soldier using art pencils.  We will be 
showcasing our shading skills before mounting our soldier portrait 
onto our prepared backgrounds.  Keep an eye out on Instagram for 
the final masterpieces!  We can't wait to share them!  Our week 
concluded with fun and laughter for WW1 Day.  We experienced 
some cold pea soup accompanied by some jam and biscuits to get 
an idea of the sorts of foods the soldiers may have eaten while in the 
trenches and we managed to launch an attack on the enemy 
classes, catching them by surprise!   
 
We have also continued our Spanish unit and we are now more 
confident to say and recognise different types of food so hopefully if 
we go on holiday to Spain, we won't get our orders muddled up!  We 
also finished our English unit based on the film 'The Piano' and we 
are looking forward to bringing a copy home to share with you too!  
 
 
6AF 
We've made it! Half term is finally upon us. This week, we finished 
our Science topic where we learnt about 'All Living Things.' We really 
enjoyed learning about the different types of invertebrate and how to 
classify them. We even went on a bug hunt around school to see 
what we could find! Miss Furlong did not appreciate being brought  



spiders. In geography, we wrote letters to explain what type 
of sea defence would be best for protecting Hayling's 
coastline. Our letters were very persuasive and Miss 
Furlong was very impressed. We have all worked extremely 
hard this half term and have earned a well-deserved break 
(with lots of sweets and chocolate of course!)  
 
6SB 
Well, we have made it to the end of the half term unscathed 
and crammed with a tonne of new knowledge that we didn't 
have before. From place value to fractions, science 
kingdoms to vertebrates and invertebrate classification and 
geographical terms galore, we have read, calculated, 
written, edited, rewritten and, above all, enjoyed ourselves 
along the way.  We know where to use a semi-colon, how 
to write a bullet pointed list, what on earth BIDMAS is and 
much, much more!  6SB have worked incredibly hard and 
can relax over half term; they will need to replenish their 
strength ahead of next half term! 
 
 
6GR 
We made it! What a jam packed half term full of learning, 
laughing and achieving. The last two weeks have been as busy 
as ever:  

In maths, we have been learning about the order of operations 
using BIDMAS. Try solving (2 + 3 x 2) – 2 + 2. What answer did 
you get? Now ask your child and get them to explain how to work 
it out!   

In English, we have been learning all about global warming in 
preparation for writing a persuasive leaflet on what we can do to 
slow down the effects. We learnt how to punctuate a bullet-
pointed list and how to use language to play on the reader’s 
emotions. We are looking forward to publishing them after half 
term.   

In science, we have been learning about vertebrates and 
invertebrates and last week we went on a bug hunt around the 
school! We managed to find woodlice, ants, spiders, worms, ear 
wigs and the boys even found some fox poo…  

We found it really interesting looking back at our pre-unit 
assessment and seeing that we had labelled an insect with a 
head, body and bottom. We now know that the three main parts 
are a head, thorax and abdomen!   

Miss Gray has been really impressed with our perspective 
artwork. She said that we are either the best artists she has ever 
taught OR she is just getting better at teaching it…  

We are just adding the final touches to our final piece and we will 
then add them to Instagram. Keep a look out!   

It has been a great half term and we are looking forward to seeing 
what Autumn 2 brings.  

 



 
Covid-19 Symptoms and Testing 
I would like to thank all of the parents and carers who have contacted us this week if they were 
unsure about the actions to take if their children or a member of their household was unwell.   
 
If any children or members of their families are displaying symptoms of Covid-19, then your 
children should not come to school.  If you have been contacted by NHS Track and Trace 
because you have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid-19 you 
should self-isolate for 14 days.  The symptoms are: 
 
• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 

to measure your temperature) 

• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

For more information about symptoms, read the further guidance on symptoms.   

If you have one or more of these symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 10 days – 
or longer if you continue to have a temperature.  If you live in the same household as someone 
with coronavirus symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 14 days. 

You must book a test using the link below and I would ask you to do this on the day that 
symptoms develop and then inform me of the outcome so that we can minimise the risk of an 
outbreak in school. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-
check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

If you are an essential worker you can book your test using the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers 
 
If your child’s test result is positive, please inform me immediately; at this point the rest of the 
household and your support bubble would need to self-isolate for 14 days from this point and 
the child would need to self-isolate for at least 10 days or later if the temperature remains.   
 
As a school in these circumstances, we will contact the local health protection team who will 
carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who needs to self-isolate. 
 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow on 
a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not the 
current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13.  We also have a 
lost property Instagram page which can be found at MRJS_lost_property.  We will hold all lost 
property until the end of a half term at which point it will be donated. 
 
Have a lovely half term 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 
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Key dates for the academic year 2020 – 2021 confirmed so far: 
 
Autumn 1 
31st October Closing Date for Year 7 applications 
 
Autumn 2 
2nd November Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
9th November Last day for confirming yes/no for flu immunisation 
12th November Annual Nasal Flu Immunisation Programme 
16th November Year 3 Stone Age Day 
16th – 20th November Year 6 Calshot Week and Year 3 – 5 Art Days 
8th-15th December School based book fair 
14th December Love of Christmas Day and Christmas Shopping Day 
16th December Intervention Celebration Assembly 
17th December Christmas Dinner 
 
Spring 1 
4th January Inset day 
5th January Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
7th January Yr 5 parents Calshot Meeting 
20th January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-7pm 
21st January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-6pm 
4th February Yr 6 Parents SATs information evening 4pm, 5pm and 6pm 
12th February Love Day 
 
Spring 2 
22nd February Inset day 
23rd February Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
4th March World Book Day 
8th – 12th March Practice SATs week 
12th March Mother Day Shopping 
15th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
16th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
17th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
18th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
31st March Intervention Celebration Assembly 
1st April Winning house cinema and popcorn reward 
 
Summer 1 
10th – 13th May SATs week 
14th May History of Art Day 
 
Summer 2 
7th June Inset day 
8th June Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
18th June Fathers Day Shopping 
28th June  Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 
29th June Year 5 and 6 Sports Day 
9th July Year 6 at Paultons Park 
16th July Year 6  Leavers Event 
19th July Year 6 Enterprise Day 
22nd July Winning House BBQ and Waterfight 
23rd July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 


