
 

 
Learning – Laughing – Achieving 

Dear Mill Rythe Family,  

26 Well Child and MRJS Challenge 
Staff and children alike continue to amaze me with their efforts in the 26 
challenge in support of both Well Child and our school.  A young man in 
year 5 has completed 26 triple or quadruple pirouettes whilst ice skating; 
Flo is determined to hang on her bar at home for a staggering 2 minutes 
and 6 seconds and Mrs Gannon has completed her marathon in 10 days. 
I can’t wait to see the full range of challenges that have been completed 
when the sponsorship forms arrive back in school next week. Please 
email me any photos or videos to admin@millrythe-jun.hants.sch.uk  
 
If you would like to either follow Miss Lewis’ progress on Sunday from the 
comfort of your home or to come out and cheer her on, then you may like 
to download the London Marathon Events app.  If you then go to tracking 
and enter her race number, 32622, you will be able to monitor her 
progress during the morning.  Her route around Hayling is also shown on 
this map.  
 
School Assembly – Windrush 
In the first of two assemblies about the Windrush, this week we looked at 
what life was like for the thousands of immigrants who came to Britain 
aboard ‘The Windrush’ after the end of the Second World War. Commonwealth citizens were 
vitally important to the prosperity of the British Empire. Many of them had also fought for Britain 
during the war, including a large number who lost their lives. In 1948, the British Nationality Act 
gave 800 million people in the Commonwealth the right to claim British citizenship. Britain 
needed workers since many men had died in World War II.   
 
The NHS was launched in 1948 and needed labour and constantly advertised in 
Commonwealth countries to attract new workers. Just after World War II ended in 1945, the 
first groups of post-war immigrants from the Caribbean began to settle in Britain.   
From the 1950s into the 1960s, there was a mass migration of workers from many English-
speaking countries in the Caribbean, particularly Jamaica, who settled in Britain. These 
immigrants were invited to fill labour requirements in London's hospitals, railways and other 
areas of work. They are widely viewed as having been a major contributing factor to the 
rebuilding of the post-war London economy. The passengers had a wide variety of skills to 
offer. There were cleaners, mechanics, carpenters, former RAF airmen, and lots of other jobs 
that were needed in Britain.  
 
Many of these passengers settled in the area of 
Brixton, in London, which led to the development of 
large Caribbean communities who have contributed 
to life in Britain ever since.  
 
The arrival of the Windrush was the start of a period 
of migration from the Caribbean to Britain that did not 
slow down until 1962. By 1955, 18,000 Jamaicans 
had moved to Britain. This outward flow of people to 
settle in Britain was an important event in the history 
of both the West Indies and Britain. Caribbean 
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migrants have become a vital part of British society and, in the process, transformed important 
aspects of British life.  
 
Today, their descendants and new immigrants to the country still suffer the effects of 
discrimination and racism, which may not always be obvious. For example, they may often find 
it more difficult to get jobs, or receive the same standards of justice as white British people. 
Some of the effects of racism are more obvious.   
 
Recently, the government was forced to apologise for what has been called the 'Windrush 
Scandal', in which people who have lived in Britain ever since immigrating decades ago have 
been wrongly arrested, denied legal rights, threatened with deportation and sometimes even 
wrongly deported from the UK by the Home Office.  
In the 21st century, Britain is a multi-racial society.  The huge contributions made by the 
various immigrant communities to Britain's economic and social development since the Second 
World War are beginning to be widely recognised. Their role in creating a more diverse and 
tolerant society is indisputable. Our second assembly on the topic in a couple of weeks will 
look at the fallout from the Windrush scandal.   
 
A week in the life of… 
 
3AT 
3AT are having another week jam packed with fun and excitement.  We 
had our first Harbour school trip and everyone had a great time learning 
outside of the class. Thankfully the rain held off! We looked at aerial 
maps and used them to navigate around the local harbour. On our 
journey we collected memorable items and used them to create a sticky 
timeline, helping us to explain where we had been and what we had 
seen. 
 
Back in the classroom we have been developing our drawing skills. The 
children did an amazing job at completing half a dragon. Next week we 
will be mixing paints to colour match our dragons and complete the full 
picture. 
 
We have spent a lot of time talking about the internet and how to stay 
safe online. The children are confident at explaining some of the 
dangers we may face when using the internet, especially when using it 
for communication. They can also explain all the wonderful things the 
internet provides us and how it has helped us communicate with family 
and friends during lock down and the positive impact this has had. 
 
We are still keeping our eyes peeled for that pesky dragon that is on the 
loose. Hopefully our instructions to Mr Miles will help him catch it for us! 
 
4JS 
We have had a fabulous time in 4JS this week. On 
Monday we spent the day learning what it would be 
like to live as a Mayan. We tried our hand at writing 
using Maya hieroglyphs and even attempted some 
maths using their number system. Once we realised 
that a line = 5 and a dot = 1 it was so much easier. We 
explored what the Maya would have eaten and just 
how important maize was to their diet. The class were 
completely split when it came to the food tasting; hot 
chocolate made with chilli just isn’t the same. The 
tortilla chips were a hit with everyone, including Mrs 



Jones. In the afternoon, we looked at the different types of masks the Maya would wear and 
designed our very own mosaic death masks. We are a very artistic class and the masks 
created were fantastic. The rest of the week has been filled with learning about how to deal 
with cyberbullying, how natural disasters would affect us here on Hayling Island and how to 
design and make dream catchers. Well done on another super week 4JS! 
 
5SH 
5SH have been busy this week learning about food in Spanish, 
understanding Christian and Muslim interpretations of God and 
discovering all about the rise and fall of the British Empire in History. 
We have also enjoyed applying our art knowledge of how to draw 
different facial features within a portrait. Look at some of our 
amazing results!  
 
5MC 
This week has seen us continue to read Private Peaceful, 
considering the relationships between the characters and exploring 
how the author uses flashbacks to retell the life story of a WW1 
soldier.  Some beautiful character descriptions have been written in 
English and I'm looking forward to reading the final pieces of writing 
very soon.  In maths, we have finished our unit on place value and 
have enjoyed the challenges of adding or subtracting 1 or 10 when 
crossing some quite tricky number boundaries!   
 
In computing this week, we used the digital cameras and visited 
different areas of the school to take some photos.  We then learnt 
how to upload the photos from our cameras onto the 
computer.  Next week, we will learn how to use Paint.net to edit the 
photos.  I can't wait to see how these turn out!  In RE, we 
investigated the concept of interpretation further by exploring how a 
Jaffa Cake represents the 3 aspects of the Holy Trinity within the Christian religion.  We also 
began to explore how this compares to the Muslim religion.   
 
6SB 
6SB have worked their socks off this week!  We've been 
developing our geography knowledge and this week the focus has 
been on the process of erosion. This has built on our 
understanding of bays and headlands and the formation of 
arches, stacks and stumps.  We now know how erosion damages 
our coastlines and can describe the process using key 
vocabulary. The presentation of our work this week has been 
beautiful; this is Arabella's. We have really put our whole effort 
into it.   
 
In English we are working on writing a range of powerful sentences, in preparation for writing 
our recounts next week in the role of Zoe from Floodland.  The book has generated lots of 
discussion around flooding and climate change and throughout the week we have picked up 
on lots of issues that we need to address. 
In maths we're developing our knowledge of multiplication.  We can multiply 4 digit by 1 digit 
numbers and can multiply decimals by 1 digit too; set us some extra homework and we'll show 
you what we can do!  Next week we're multiplying by two digits so be ready to be amazed by 
that too. 
Speaking of homework...Mrs Brydon and Mr Bessant have reminded 6SB how important home 
learning is for embedding key learning so we're expecting a 100% hand in rate on Monday! 
 
 



Online Safety 
‘Likes’ are a simple way for users to show that they like a 
post on social media. This could be anything from photos 
and videos to status updates and comments. The feature is 
widely used on several social media platforms and is 
extremely popular on Instagram and Facebook. It is often 
used by children to measure the success of their social 
media post and gauge opinion. However, it can also bring a 
number of social pressures, particularly if users start to 
question their own levels of popularity. 
 
 
Covid-19 Symptoms and Testing 
I would like to thank all of the parents and carers who have 
contacted us this week if they were unsure about the actions 
to take if their children or a member of their household was 
unwell.   
 
If any children or members of their families are displaying 
symptoms of Covid-19, then your children should not come 
to school.  If you have been contacted by NHS Track and Trace because you have been in 
contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid-19 you should self-isolate for 14 days.  
The symptoms are: 
 
• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 

to measure your temperature) 

• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell 
or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

For more information about symptoms, read the further guidance on symptoms.   

If you have one or more of these symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 10 days – 
or longer if you continue to have a temperature.  If you live in the same household as someone 
with coronavirus symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 14 days. 

You must book a test using the link below and I would ask you to do this on the day that 
symptoms develop and then inform me of the outcome so that we can minimise the risk of an 
outbreak in school. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-
check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

If you are an essential worker you can book your test using the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers 
 
If your child’s test result is positive, please inform me immediately; at this point the rest of the 
household and your support bubble would need to self-isolate for 14 days from this point and 
the child would need to self-isolate for at least 10 days or later if the temperature remains.   
 
As a school in these circumstances, we will contact the local health protection team who will 
carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who needs to self-isolate. 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers


 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow on 
a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not the 
current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13.  We also have a 
lost property instagram page which can be found at MRJS_lost_property.  We will hold all lost 
property until the end of a half term at which point it will be donated. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 

Key dates for the academic year 2020 – 2021 confirmed so far: 
 
Autumn 1 
7th October 3AT Harbour School 
8th October 3MD Harbour School 
14th October 3AT Harbour School 
15th October 3MD Harbour School 
19th October Parents Evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG, 5SH, 6SB and 6GR 
20th October Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG, 5SH, 6SB and 6GR 
21st October 3AT Harbour School 
21st October Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH, 5MC and 6AF 
22nd October 3MD Harbour School 
22nd October Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH, 5MC and 6AF 
23rd October Year 5 World War 1 Day 
31st October Closing Date for Year 7 applications 
 
Autumn 2 
2nd November Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
9th November Last day for confirming yes/no for flu immunisation 
12th November Annual Nasal Flu Immunisation Programme 
16th – 20th November Year 6 Calshot Week and Year 3 – 5 Art Days 
8th-15th December School based book fair 
14th December Love of Christmas Day and Christmas Shopping Day 
16th December Intervention Celebration Assembly 
17th December Christmas Dinner 
 
Spring 1 
4th January Inset day 
5th January Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
7th January Yr 5 parents Calshot Meeting 
20th January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-7pm 
21st January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-6pm 
4th February Yr 6 Parents SATs information evening 4pm, 5pm and 6pm 
12th February Love Day 
 
Spring 2 
22nd February Inset day 
23rd February Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
4th March World Book Day 
8th – 12th March Practice SATs week 



12th March Mother Day Shopping 
15th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
16th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
17th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
18th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
31st March Intervention Celebration Assembly 
1st April Winning house cinema and popcorn reward 
 
Summer 1 
10th – 13th May SATs week 
14th May History of Art Day 
 
Summer 2 
7th June Inset day 
8th June Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
18th June Fathers Day Shopping 
28th June  Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 
29th June Year 5 and 6 Sports Day 
9th July Year 6 at Paultons Park 
16th July Year 6  Leavers Event 
19th July Year 6 Enterprise Day 
22nd July Winning House BBQ and Waterfight 
23rd July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 


