
 

 

Dear Mill Rythe Family,  

Learning – Laughing – Achieving 
 
An action packed week! 
We have had a brilliant week in school and it has been lovely to see 
the quality of work being produced by our children in so many 
different areas of the curriculum.   
 
I have had the pleasure of teaching PE alongside Mr Timms to all of 
our year groups this week and have been delighted by the effort, 
enthusiasm and determination to act on feedback to improve their 
performances demonstrated by all of our children.  The weather has 
been lovely but please can I ask all parents to check that their 
children have a light weight waterproof jacket as well as a change of 
shoes and carrier bag with them for next week’s session in case the 
weather changes. 
 
I have really enjoyed hearing about the creative 26 challenges that 
our children and many families are already completing.  This young 
lady caught 26 crabs in Bembridge Harbour last weekend!   
 
Beyond school, it has been lovely to hear about the actions and 
achievements of our children in a range of settings.  I was so proud 
of this young lady who made the decision to have over 30cm of her 
hair cut off so that she could donate it to the Little Princess Trust.  It 
will be used to make a wig for a child undergoing treatment for 
cancer.  She is our first Great Citizen of the school year and I am 
sure her actions will inspire so many other children to make a 
difference to others both within and beyond our school. 
 
Exciting News 
Miss Ifould is going to be a Mummy again but this time to twins!  We 
are really excited for her, Matt and Elsie (who is going to be a 
brilliant big sister) and will be taking really good care of her over the 
coming weeks.  Miss Ifould hopes to be with us for the rest of the 
Autumn term giving us time to plan carefully for a change of teacher 
within 4IC for the start of the Spring term.  When we have found the 
right person to step into Miss Ifould’s shoes, we will share this with 
our children and their families.   
 
Safeguarding Assembly 
This week’s assembly was all about how to keep ourselves safe 
both at school and at home. We talked about the steps that staff 
and pupils take to keep themselves safe. When we started to think 
about it, we realised that we do a lot to keep ourselves safe. Some of 
the list included: ensuring all doors and gates are shut, completing risk 
assessments, wearing name badges, thinking about the risks involved 
in trips and activities at school, practising the fire alarm, learning about 
e-safety and even learning what to do if there is a little white dog on 
the playground!  
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We also thought about how we keep ourselves safe at home. Some of the ideas we thought of 
were things like taking care when cooking, having a baby sitter to look after younger children 
and not allowing strangers into our home unless a trusted adult has told us it is safe. Finally, 
we thought about our local environment and how to be safe by the sea. We learnt that we 
should only swim when it is calm, not use inflatables in the sea in case we are caught in a 
current and the job of the coastguard. All of the teachers were impressed with how many ideas 
pupils had about the ways that they keep themselves safe.  
 
Of course, sometimes and particularly at the moment, there are lots of things that we might 
worry about. We talked about the importance of sharing our big worries and we used the 
slogan ‘Speak up, speak out’ to encourage us to keep on talking about our worries until 
something happens to make us feel better. In class, we watched part of a video from the 
NSPCC about sharing our worries and we practised the child line number. Please click here if 
you would like to watch the NSPCC video.  
 
A week in the life of… 
 
3AT 
What another incredible week it has been! The class continue to 
amaze me with their excellent attitudes for learning.  This week we 
have learnt about the artist Kandinsky. As you can see from some 
of our own art work, we have been inspired! The children have 
learnt what the primary and secondary colours are and were able to 
mix powder paints effectively to create some fantastic colours.  Not 
only has their excellence shone through in art, the children have 
written some brilliant descriptions about dragons in preparation 
for their hot write next week. Riley-Roe won the creativity sticker for 
his description!  Our super learning doesn't end there! The class 
shocked Mrs Brydon with their phonics knowledge and blew Miss 
Vousden away with their 2 times table recall.  Well done 3AT! I am 
looking forward to another incredible week. Keep up the good 
work.   
 
4JS 
We have had another fantastic week in 4JS. We have continued to 
learn about the Mayans in History and English. We have read about 
the Mayan creation story and practiced our scanning skills to locate 
key words in the text and answer questions. We have continued to 
explore ‘The Rain Player’ which we now know is a Mayan folk tale, 
this means we have been able to make lots of connections across 
our learning this week. We were pleased to discover that Pik 
manages to save his village from a year of terrible drought, by 
challenging Chac the god of rain to a game of Pok-a-Tok and 
winning. In History, we were introduced to an artist named 
Frederick Catherwood who drew some fabulous pictures of Mayan 
ruins. We discussed how reliable these pictures were compared to 
modern photographs. We also travelled to Chichen Itza where we 
learnt about how a Mayan city would look and what buildings they would have. In computing, 
we have been learning about staying safe online. We have spent some time discussing what 
Cyberbullying is, how to recognise the signs of cyberbullying and who we can speak to if it 
happens to us. RE saw lots of us being tempted by a box of chocolates that I ‘accidentally’ left 
on the side when I went out of the room. It led to a great discussion about what temptation 
means and how it feels to be tempted. In Science, 4JS impressively remembered the features 
that all living things share from their learning last week. This week we moved on to exploring 
the differences between vertebrates and invertebrates. 4JS have worked super hard this week, 
keep up the good work! 



 
5SH 
5SH have worked incredibly hard this week! We have learnt all 
about healthy eating in RHE through studying the food pyramid and 
enjoyed acting out how the different food groups benefit us. In RE, 
we have discussed how interpretation can impact on many parts of 
our lives from understanding what happens from day-to-day to our 
behaviour towards each other. We linked this to the wider 
world, British law and justice for all. We ended the session 
reinforcing the equal value of everyone of all races, 
nationalities, abilities, genders etc. We have really enjoyed 
learning how to draw different facial features in art too. Have a 
look at some of our spectacular eyes!  
 
5MC 
This week has been a brilliant week for 5MC!  History began 
this week with looking at what life was like on Hayling Island 
during World War 1.  We identified key buildings and 
landmarks.  We discovered why they were built and why they 
were built where they are.  We also realised that many of the 
buildings are still standing today!  We have continued to read 
Private Peaceful, which links to our World War 1 topic, while 
learning about what life was like for soldiers during the war as 
part of our English unit based on the film, The Piano.  Some 
beautiful diary entries have been written, that have started to 
show empathy for the soldiers and what they went through.  In 
Spanish, we have started to learn the names of different foods 
and soon we will be learning how to say what foods we do and 
don't like.  Art continued with learning to draw portraits, 
focussing on drawing an eye.  5MC are continuing to impress 
me this week with their love of learning and their 
determination to be the best class in the school!  I think we are 
well on the way to achieving that!  Well done 5MC!  You are 
fantastic!  
 
6SB 
6SB have continued to impress me with their hard-working 
attitude this week.  In English, we've been studying the book 
Floodland, set in a futuristic Norwich, and have explored the 
character of Zoe and the themes that are evident in the 
book.  The class have used their inference skills well and have 
produced some really thoughtful pieces of work using the text 
as evidence.  In maths, we are continuing to work on place 
value, ensuring that we have secured our understanding.  In 
science we are learning about the 5 kingdoms and how plants 
and animals are classified - test us at home and see if we can 
remember all five.  Can they also remember the joke about 
what a fungi is?  We've had a really productive week and I'm 
really proud of how hard they've worked! 
 
Covid-19 Symptoms and Testing 
I would like to thank all of the parents and carers who have 
contacted us this week if they were unsure about the actions 
to take if their children or a member of their household was 
unwell.   
 



If any children or members of their families are displaying symptoms of Covid-19, then your 
children should not come to school.  If you have been contacted by NHS Track and Trace 
because you have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for Covid-19 you 
should self-isolate for 14 days.  The symptoms are: 
 
• high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 

to measure your temperature) 
• new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
• loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot smell 

or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
For more information about symptoms, read the further guidance on symptoms.   

If you have one or more of these symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 10 days – 
or longer if you continue to have a temperature.  If you live in the same household as someone 
with coronavirus symptoms, you must self-isolate straight away for 14 days. 

You must book a test using the link below and I would ask you to do this on the day that 
symptoms develop and then inform me of the outcome so that we can minimise the risk of an 
outbreak in school. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-
check-if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

If you are an essential worker you can book your test using the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-coronavirus-test-essential-workers 
 
If your child’s test result is positive, please inform me immediately; at this point the rest of the 
household and your support bubble would need to self-isolate for 14 days from this point and 
the child would need to self-isolate for at least 10 days or later if the temperature remains.   
 
As a school in these circumstances, we will contact the local health protection team who will 
carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who needs to self-isolate. 
 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow on 
a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not the 
current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 

Key dates for the academic year 2020 – 2021 confirmed so far: 
 
Autumn 1 
21st September Fizz School Photos 
30th September 3AT Harbour School 
1st October 3MD Harbour School 
7th October 3AT Harbour School 



8th October 3MD Harbour School 
14th October 3AT Harbour School 
15th October 3MD Harbour School 
19th October Parents Evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG, 5SH, 6SB and 6GR 
20th October Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG, 5SH, 6SB and 6GR 
21st October 3AT Harbour School 
21st October Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH, 5MC and 6AF 
22nd October 3MD Harbour School 
22nd October Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH, 5MC and 6AF 
23rd October Year 5 World War 1 Day 
 
Autumn 2 
2nd November Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
12th November Annual Nasal Flu Immunisation Programme 
16th – 20th November Year 6 Calshot Week and Year 3 – 5 Art Days 
14th December  Love of Christmas Day and Christmas Shopping Day 
16th December Intervention Celebration Assembly 
17th December Christmas Dinner 
 
Spring 1 
4th January  Inset day 
5th January Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
7th January Yr 5 parents Calshot Meeting 
20th January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-7pm 
21st January Yr 6 Parents evening 4-6pm 
4th February Yr 6 Parents SATs information evening 4pm, 5pm and 6pm 
12th February  Love Day 
 
Spring 2 
22nd February  Inset day 
23rd February Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
4th March  World Book Day 
8th – 12th March Practice SATs week 
12th March Mother Day Shopping 
15th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
16th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3AT, 4IC, 5SG and 5SH 
17th March Parents evening 4-7pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
18th March Parents evening 4-6pm 3MD, 4JS, 5JH and 5MC 
31st March Intervention Celebration Assembly 
1st April Winning  house cinema and popcorn reward 
 
Summer 1 
10th – 13th May SATs week 
14th May  History of Art Day 
 
Summer 2 
7th June Inset day 
8th June Winning House Ice Bun and non-uniform day 
18th June Fathers Day Shopping 
28th June  Year 3 and 4 Sports Day 
29th June Year 5 and 6 Sports Day 
9th July Year 6 at Paultons Park 
16th July Year 6  Leavers Event 
19th July Year 6 Enterprize Day 
22nd July Winning House BBQ and Waterfight 
23rd July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 


