
MAYANS 12,000BC – 1,000AD 

Who were the Mayans? 
The Maya civilisation began long ago in a place called 'Mesoamerica'. This huge area is 

made up of Mexico and part of Central America.  

 What did the Mayans believe in? 
The Mayas believed in many gods, each representing a different aspect of life. 
Communities made regular offerings to them, in the form of animal (and 
sometimes human) sacrifices. They believed the Earth had the form of a giant 
turtle that floated on an endless ocean and that the sky was held up by four 
mighty gods called Bacabs. The sky was made up of 13 levels. Those who 
were sacrificed or who died in battle went to one of the top levels. Those who 
died of natural causes went to Xibalba, the shadowy underworld, which had 
nine levels. 

Where did they live? 
 
 
 
 

What were the Mayan achievements?  
Mayan Writing - The Maya were one of the five ancient civilisations to have independently developed a fully-fledged writing system. The earliest examples of Maya writing were found in San Bartolo, Guatemala and date to as far 
back as 300 BC.  
The Maya people used a hieroglyphic writing system. Hieroglyphic writing consisted of signs or symbols called hieroglyphs or glyphs for short. The glyphs in Maya writing were either logograms (which represent words), or 
syllabograms (which represent a unit of sound). The syllabograms would then be combined within a single glyph block and read together to create a word. Codices written by Maya priests and scholars contained information about 
astronomy, religion and gods. However, only four known copies have survived to date. 
Mayan Numbers - The numbers 1-19 are formed in a similar way to Roman Numerals. Different numbers are made by stacking the lines and lining up the circles on top.  
Mayan Farming- Farming was really important to the Mayas. Most people grew their own crops in small fields. Despite their size, these fields were used to grow many kinds of crops at the same time, such as maize, beans, 

squash and chilli. If farmers grew more than they could eat, they traded the leftovers in markets. One reason the Mayas were so successful at farming was because they studied the stars and the weather. This meant they were able to 
create very detailed calendars which told them what time of year to plant crops and when they should harvest them. 



 


