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Introduction
Kenya is a country 
located in East Africa. 
It has a varied climate 
and geography, 
ranging from the low 
plains bordering the 
Indian Ocean to the 
mountain ranges of 
the west. Popular with 
tourists, Kenya is 
known for its wildlife 
and nature reserves. 



Where is Kenya?

Kenya (officially known as the Republic of Kenya) is in the 
continent of Africa. It lies in East Africa, on the equator.

Equator

Kenya



Physical Geography 
Climate Varies, depending on altitude: tropical near coast, arid (dry) 
inland, cooler in the mountains

Topography Low plains near the Indian Ocean coast rise into central 
and western Kenya which is mountainous, with the famous Great 
Rift Valley and Mount Kenya, the highest mountain – and an active 
volcano (5197m).

Biome Varied biomes due to 
variations in precipitation and 
temperature:  desert, 
grasslands and shrubland, 
tropical moist broadleaf forest, 
mangroves eco-region



Physical Geography 
Coastline Indian Ocean 536km

Rivers the Tana (1000km – longest river in Kenya)
the Galana, the Nzoia

Mountains Mount Kenya (highest mountain at 5197m) and Mount 
Elgon on the border with Uganda

Natural Hazards Droughts and 
floods (worsened by climate 
change), landslides, minor 
earthquake tremors



Photo courtesy of joxeankoret (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution

Mount Kenya



The Great Rift Valley
The Great Rift Valley – a 6400 km tear in the Earth’s crust –
can be found west of Nairobi. Mount Kenya lies on the edge.

“Great Rift Valley” by [shankar s] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Great_Rift_Valley_(7513006770).jpg
shankar s
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Tana River



On the mountains, the weather 
is cold enough for snowfall at 
certain times of year.

Climate
Although Kenya is located on the equator, due to its diverse 
topography, the climate varies greatly across the country.

Along the coast, the climate is tropical. Rainfall and temperatures 
are higher throughout the year.

Inland, the climate is arid (dry) with little rainfall. The temperature 
fluctuates between night and day.  For example, in Nairobi, the 
night-time average is 9ºC and the daytime is 27ºC.



Human Geography 

Population 47.5 
million (2019 census)

Religion Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, traditional African beliefs

Area 582,650km²

Language English and Swahili are the 
official languages; 60 other languages 
spoken and most people speak more than 
one language

Capital city Nairobi



Human Geography 

Borders Uganda, Ethiopia, 
Tanzania, Somalia, South Sudan

Currency Kenyan shilling

Natural Resources arable land, wildlife, 
limestone, gemstones, gas, oil, hydropower

Exports Tea, coffee, onions, cabbages, 
mangoes, peas, bananas, beans, cut flowers

Landmarks Maasai Mara National Reserve, Lake 
Nakuru; volcanoes, geysers, waterfalls and 
archaeological sites in Rift Valley



The Flag of Kenya
When Kenya gained its independence from Great Britain in 1963, a 
new flag was created. It is made up of three colours:

• The black represents the 
people of Kenya.

• The red represents blood.

• The green represents natural wealth.

• The white represents peace.

The Maasai shield and spears represent the defence of freedom. 



Religion
Kenya is a highly religious country where about 98% of the population 
has a religion. Mostly, the diverse religions exist together peacefully.

• Christianity is the most common religion in Kenya (more than 80% 
of the population).

• The second largest is Islam (about 10%).
• About 2% are atheist or agnostic.
• About 1.7% of the population hold traditional, indigenous African 

beliefs. Such religions place emphasis on ancestors and natural 
phenomena.



Natural Resources and Exports
Kenya has many different natural resources spread out across 
the country.

One of the most valuable is arable land. This is land suitable for 
agriculture, which is Kenya’s main economic activity.. 

Kenya is also a major producer of cut flowers. A terminal at Nairobi 
airport is dedicated to the export of cut flowers and vegetables.

Other exports include: limestone, gemstones, gas and oil. 



Employment
In rural Kenya, most people work in agriculture.
In the cities, people may work in business, shops or factories, or for 
public services such as schools, hospitals or transport.

Currently, unemployment is high. 
Approximately two fifths of Kenyans do 
not work. Young people and women are 
those most likely to not have a job.



Landmarks
Tourism is a popular industry in Kenya. In particular, many tourists 
visit the national reserves to observe the abundant wildlife. The top 
five animals to see on safari are: lion, leopard, buffalo, rhinoceros 
and elephant.

Popular places to see wildlife:

• Maasai Mara National Reserve
• Amboseli National Park
• Samburu National Reserve
• Lake Nakuru



Landmarks
A visit to Kenya might include swimming with dolphins in the 
Indian Ocean, feeding orphaned elephants at a wildlife sanctuary, 
taking a hot air balloon ride over the savannah or sailing in a dhow 
(a sailboat) for a picnic lunch on the beach.



Buffalo in the savannah, Kenya



Nairobi is the capital city and the largest city in Kenya. 
Its name means ‘cool water’ in the Maasai language. 

The Nairobi River flows through the city.

Nairobi



The climate in Nairobi is warm and temperate (average temperature 
21ºC). Evenings can be cool due to its altitude (1795m above sea level).

The sunniest months are from December to March. The coolest months 
are June and July. There are only two seasons (wet and dry) because 

Nairobi is so near the equator.



Nairobi, one of Africa’s most modern cities, is a bustling place 
of diverse cultures. 

There are thousands of businesses and companies in Nairobi. 
Also, many tourists visit every year.

“Nairobi City centre including Basilica” by [ninara] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninara/17297660486/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ninara/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/


Food
Kenya has a diverse range of traditional foods. 
Each region has its own specialities. Maize and 
other cereals are the staple grain of Kenya, 
depending on the region.

Ugali (cooked maize meal) is often served as a 
porridge with stew.

Nyama choma is grilled meat – usually goat or 
sheep. It is usually cooked over an open fire and 
served with ugali.

Cassava and sweet potatoes are also very popular.



Cassava
Photo courtesy of Thomas Quine (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Ugali
Photo courtesy of Mark Skipper (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Millet
Photo courtesy of Claus Rebler (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Education

School is free for all children in Kenya. Kenyans place 
great importance in education so many parents pay for 
their children to attend university. 

Children in Kenya usually start school at 6 years old and 
finish their primary education at 14. Children in rural 
communities (particularly girls) may not attend school 
regularly.

At primary school, children study a variety of subjects, 
including: Swahili (or local language), English, maths, 
science and social studies.



Kenyan Primary School
Photo courtesy of ARC – The Alliance of Religions and Conservation (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attribution



Archaeology
Kenya has several sites of archaeological significance, 
which are great places to go fossil-hunting.

Close to Lake Turkana, a near-complete skeleton of 
young boy who lived between 1.5 and 1.6 million years ago was 
discovered in 1984. The fossil was nicknamed, ‘Turkana Boy’. 

It is thought that our earliest ancestors lived in Africa before 
spreading out across the world.



What is the Maasai Mara?

• The Maasai Mara is in Kenya
• It is a very large Savannah



Where is the maasai mara?



Animals in the Masai Mara



The Maasai Tribe

• The Maasai 
people live in the 
Maasai Mara.

• They own large 
herds of cattle 
such as cows, 
goats and sheep.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Maasai_man.jpg


Maasai tribe

• The Maasai tribe live 
in the African 
Savannah.

• The Maasai tribe 
share the same ideas 
and way of life.

• They use the land as 
their home.



The Maasai Tribe

The Masai live in groups of 
houses called Kraals which 
are normally surrounded by a 
circular fence to stop their 
cattle being attacked by lions.

Their houses are normally made 
of mud, grass and sticks.



Maasi people mainly eat meat from 
their cattle that they farm and drink 
milk from their cattle or water.

http://mirror-uk-rb1.gallery.hd.org/_exhibits/people/_more2007/_more02/Maasai-women-carrying-water-on-their-backs-taking-the-weight-on-a-strap-round-their-foreheads-in-the-Maasai-country-around-the-Rift-Valley-Kenya-1-AJHD.jpg


Maasai Men

• Maasai men are in 
charge of their tribe.

• Their favourite colour is 
red. 

• The men go out to kill 
big animals so that their 
families can eat them.

The men in the Maasai tribe are in 
charge of looking after the cattle 
and protecting the tribe, while the 
women stay home and cook for 
their families, milk the cattle, fetch 
the water and look after the young 
children.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bodymodmassai.jpg


Masai Women

• Maasai women look 
after the children.

What do you notice about the Maasai 
women?

They wear lots of beads

Why do you think that is?

The more beads they wear, the richer 
they look

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Maasai_women_and_children.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1e/Masai_woman.jpg


Jumping Dance
What are the Maasai men doing?

Performing the ‘jumping dance’

Why are they doing it?

Showing off to the girls, that is how 
you get a girlfriend in this tribe!

When a boy becomes old enough to 
marry a girl he has to compete for the 
girls hand in marriage. They have a 
dance and the boy who jumps the 

highest wins the girl and gets to marry 
her.

Watch here: 
https://youtu.be/nojoC5twXUs

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Traditional_Maasai_Dance.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Masaidance.jpg
https://youtu.be/nojoC5twXUs
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