
Mill Rythe Around the World Week 6: South America 

 

 

 

South  America 

South America is the fourth largest continent in size and the fifth 
largest when we consider population. The continent is located in the 
western hemisphere and mainly in the southern hemisphere. South 
America is the continent to the south of North America. These two continents 

are separated by the Panama Canal.  

There are 12 countries in South 
America and 3 dependencies with a total 
of more than 385 million people living on 
the continent. The largest Country is 
Brazil. The country is covering more than 
half the continent's landmass. Did you 
know that Brazil is only slightly smaller than the USA? The largest city 
is Sao Paolo in Brazil with more than 21 million inhabitants (2019). 
The smallest country is Suriname.  

The longest River is the Amazon River (6,437metres/4,000miles). The Amazon is not only the 
second longest river in the world after the Nile, but also the Amazon carries more water than 

the world's other 10 biggest rivers combined! The highest 
Mountain is Aconcagua in Argentina. The mountain 
(6,961metres/22,837ft) is located in the Andes mountain range. 
The biggest Lake is Lake Titicaca (shared by Bolivia and 
Peru).While South America's rain forests also are some of the 
wettest places on the earth, the Atacama desert in Chile is 
considered the driest place on earth.  

Evidence of human life in South America dates back to 9000BC. One of the earliest South 
American civilisations are recorded in Peru. South 
America was colonised from the late 15th century by 
foreign conquistadores mainly from Spain and 
Portugal, but also from the Dutch, British and 
French. The Incas were the largest group of 
indigenous people in South America when the 
Europeans arrived. The Incan Empire lasted from 
1438 until 1533. Indigenous cultures still are present 

in South America but the numbers are diminishing.  

 

Did you guess where we were off to this week? Watch the reveal here:  

https://youtu.be/L0AjfH1da8k 

 

 

 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Continent
https://kids.kiddle.co/North_America
https://kids.kiddle.co/Panama_Canal
https://youtu.be/L0AjfH1da8k


Week 6 Activity 1– Brazil Carnival (DT) 

Step 1 – Read the information page about Brazil and the Carnival and complete the table 

below:   

Capital City:  
 

Languages:  
 

Religion:  
 

Interesting facts:  
  

Draw the flag:  
 
 

Remember to colour Brazil on your maps! 

Videos to watch: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7xn34j 

 Step 2- Design your own Brazilian carnival mask or outfit (download templates).  

Watch Miss Ifould demonstrate here:  
https://youtu.be/JMMz2OIvaj0   and https://youtu.be/4GrwWiDB7qQ 

Optional Extra: You could make it!  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7xn34j
https://youtu.be/JMMz2OIvaj0
https://youtu.be/4GrwWiDB7qQ


Week 6 Activity 2– Peru (History) 

Step 1 – Read the information page and watch the videos about Peru and complete the table below:  

Capital City:  
 

Currency (money):  
 

Climate:  
 

Languages:  
 

Interesting facts:  
  

Draw the flag:  
 
 

Remember to colour Peru on your maps! 

 Step 2-  Read the information about the Incas and watch these videos: 

https://youtu.be/UO5ktwPXsyM 

Machu Picchu : https://youtu.be/5cVSWA37xiI 

Horrible Histories: https://youtu.be/juj3TnnS37E               https://youtu.be/jqWoWscljQs  

https://youtu.be/kQc_0VTjJ9A 

Step 3 –Write about the three main types of people in the Inca Empire. Draw pictures of them inside the 

pyramid below into your book or on paper. 

 

You could create a History book on the Incas and do some of your own research. 

https://youtu.be/UO5ktwPXsyM
https://youtu.be/5cVSWA37xiI
https://youtu.be/juj3TnnS37E
https://youtu.be/jqWoWscljQs
https://youtu.be/kQc_0VTjJ9A


Week 6 Activity 3– Peruvian Music (music) 

Step 1 – Listen to the music (without watching the video) – what instruments can you hear?  

https://youtu.be/ilZgAM_Q6b8 or this one https://youtu.be/e5WKgLTUNPg 

Step 2 – Listen to the music again and in your books, draw the images and pictures that 

come into your head. Then watch the video. 

Step 3 – The instrument you can hear being played is the panpipes. The Andes mountain range is among 

the longest in the world and extends through a large portion of South America, including Peru. Various 

groups of people live nestled in the high plains, foothills, 

and surrounding areas of the Andes. Music plays an 

important part in their lives. Panpipes and flutes 

originating in Peru are among the earliest-known 

musical instruments; some even date back to the sixth 

century BCE! Hundreds of variations exist and each 

instrumental variation serves a function in important 

ceremonies and festivals. Panpipes are most common in 

the altiplano (high plateau) of the Andes and have a 

variety of different names such as sikus, hula hulas, and 

zampoñas.  

Watch one being played here: https://youtu.be/rBh1mKfw9lI 

Make your own panpipes here: 

 

Or follow this video: https://youtu.be/BaymX3qJRbQ 

 

https://youtu.be/ilZgAM_Q6b8
https://youtu.be/e5WKgLTUNPg
https://youtu.be/BaymX3qJRbQ


Try and play: 

 

Challenge: Can you draw a picture of your panpipes and explain how you play them? How 

do they make different sounds? 

 

Optional activities: 

Llamas and alpacas are important animals in Peru and South America. Why not have a go at 

some of these llama crafts: 

 

llama puppets                paper plate llamas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 NEXT WEEK’S CONTINENT CLUES: 

Where do you think we are going next? I had some help with this clue this 

week: 

https://youtu.be/CtYpAUJXHyI 

 

https://youtu.be/CtYpAUJXHyI

