
 

 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Learning – Laughing – Achieving 
 
A really special group of children 
I am incredibly proud of our year six children.  Throughout this year, they have impressed us 
by working hard to develop a greater commitment to their learning and they have made very 
good progress as a result.  They approached the tests this week with a calmness and 
confidence that comes from knowing that they have worked as hard as possible in the lead up 
to SATs.  It has been lovely to see them chatting over their bacon or sausage rolls in the hall 
each morning before then demonstrating incredible concentration and effort during each of the 
different tests.  They all enjoyed a well-deserved treat in the sunshine after their final test 
yesterday.   

They have been really well supported this week by all of our teaching assistants, Mrs 
Williamson, Mrs North and Mrs Gilmartin who gave up her time each morning to support us in 
school.  I would like to say a special thank you to Miss Gilchrist, Miss Gray, Mr Erricker, Mrs 
Tondeur, Mrs Lewis and Mrs Coward for the work they have done and will continue to do to 
ensure our children get the best possible learning opportunities each day.  Finally, I would like 
to thank our parents who have invested so much time and effort in supporting their children 
with additional learning at home.  

Yr 6 Writing Assessment 
Whilst SATs week is over for year 6, our children are still putting together their writing portfolios 
which will be assessed in June.  The year 6 team have some brilliant writing sessions planned 
that our children loved last year.  The quality of writing already being produced in year 6 is of a 
very high standard and I will enjoy reading their finished worked in the coming weeks. 
 

A week in the life of 5AF 

What a week in 5AF! In English, we have just finished our unit on thriller writing as part of our 
‘Peril’ topic. The unit began with Jurassic Park and everybody enjoyed re-enacting the T-Rex 
scene. We have studied different techniques that can be used to grab the reader’s attention; 
for example, short, snappy, sentences are used to quicken the pace of the writing and to build 
suspense. Here is a piece of suspense writing that a child completed as extra homework… 
 
I stood on the very top of the cliff. The man opposite me was dressed in all black with a ski 
mask and a utility belt. The heavy rain lashed against my face as lightening illuminated the 
grey sky. He spoke calmly, “Been a long time.” 
“It has,” I replied. 
Both our hands rested on our belts as we pulled out iron blades that had serrated edges and 
glinted like stars in the moonlight. I swiped. He ducked. I tried to dodge. Too slow. Sharp, 
crude steel slashed me across the chest. I stumbled back, pain flooding my mind. Too far. I 
toppled off the edge of the cliff like a ton of anvils. Then I hit 
the water, and everything went black… 
 
In DT, we have been learning about different structures and 
what makes them strong. We have designed our own bird 
hides, linking with our science topic on ‘Life Cycles’. We 
used wood to construct miniature models of what our bird 
hides would look like.  
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Yesterday, both Year 5 classes visited the Hayling College. This 
gave the children an insight into what life in secondary school is like. 
5AF began the day with an exciting drama lesson, followed by 
trampolining! Everyone loved having a go on the trampolines, even 
Miss Furlong. In the afternoon we all went outside and had fun 
completing some team building challenges.  
 
Today, the children have learnt about the life and works of Pablo 
Picasso. We have studied cubism and even had a go at creating our 
own cubist portraits. We can’t wait for 
our trip to Marwell Zoo next week! 
 

 

Online Safety 

Social Media is often scrutinised as having a negative impact on 
children’s mental health. Whilst currently there is not enough 
evidence or research to say whether this is true or not, there are 
certain 'modern pressures' connected with social media which 
trusted adults need to be aware of. Children and young people 
are constantly connected and whilst this comes with some 
benefits, it also comes with a feeling that you are constantly 
visible. This week’s guide is designed to encourage trusted 
adults to think about their children’s mental health and their 
social media activities, providing them with some useful tips on 
improving and supporting mental health among young people.  

MUNCH-A-CISE and Munch May Half Term 
Please find attached to the email with this newsletter details of two great events being 
organised at Park Community School.   
 
 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow on 
a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not the 
current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 

 
Inset days for the academic year 2019-2020 
4th and 5th September 2019 
4th November 2019 
6th January 2020 
1st June 202 
 
 
 
 



Key dates for the academic year 2018 – 2019 confirmed so far: 
 
 

Summer 1 
17th May  Film Club 
23rd May  Yr 5 Marwell Zoo 
27 – 3 June  Half Term 
 
Summer 2 
3rd June   INSET Day 
4th June  Winning house iced buns 
13th June  Yr 5&6 Matilda 
14th June   Fathers’ Day Sale 
14th June  Film Club 
1st July   Yr 3/4 Sports Day 
2nd July   Yr 5/6 Sports Day  
4th July  Yr 5 Winchester Science Museum 
17th July   Yr 6 Leavers Disco 
23rd July   Yr 6 Leavers Assembly 10am  


