
 

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Learning – Laughing – Achieving 
 
In this week’s assembly Miss Ifould reminded us 
how wonderful it is that we are all different and 
unique. We now understand that some people 
are unkind to others because of their differences 
and can treat them unfairly. Miss Ifould 
introduced us to Colin Kaepernick, a 
quarterback for the San Francisco 49ers in the 
NFL, who has raised awareness of the issues 
facing many people in America.  He perceives 
there to be an inequality in the way some people 
in America treat people with black skin and used 
his position as a sporting figure to raise the 
awareness of this with the American public. 
Initially, Colin decided to not join his team mates 
in standing for the national anthem and sat 
down. He later took to one knee as he stated he 
wouldn’t stand for a country that oppresses black people.  
Colin’s actions have led to strong opinions being shared by 
many people across America.  He is currently without a 
NFL club but he has continued to be supported by Nike 
and he hopes to return to playing the game he loves in the 
future.  He has demonstrated to all of us the importance of 
standing up for something you believe strongly in and how 
we should respect each other’s differences. 
 
PGMOL Referee Keith Stroud 
Year 6 have loved working alongside Keith Stroud in the 
last week.  We have learnt about his role as a referee, the 
leadership characteristics and values that are required to 
make it to the very top of his profession and how we are 
already developing these characteristics and values as 
members of Mill Rythe Junior School.  He then challenged 
us to work as a design team to improve an aspect of the 
equipment that referees use on a weekly basis before 
presenting these to the rest of the year team. Keith was 
delighted with the creativity and presentation skills 
demonstrated and left hoping that some of these technical 
advances are made before the end of his career.  Keith 
has really inspired our children to chase their dreams and 
make the most of the opportunities available to them in life.  
We will look 
forward to working 
with Keith again 
with future year 
six classes. 
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What a start to 2019 
Our children have made a fantastic start to 2019!  The quality of work being produced across 
school this week has been inspiring to see.  On Monday we were joined by a headteacher 
from another Hampshire School who was struck by the progress our children are making and 
the work ethic that they demonstrate.   
 
Our year 5 children’s knowledge of the phases of the moon has 
really developed and they can articulate this very clearly.  It has 
been lovely to see children transferring learning to their long term 
memory - I had a great meeting with children in year three who 
demonstrated their mastery of key facts within 100.   
 
With our clubs recommencing this week we have seen hundreds of 
children engaging in sport, drama, music, robotics and strategy 
games before school, at lunchtime and after school.   
 
It was lovely to receive an email from a parent on Thursday evening 
sharing that their child had left a club this week enthusiastically 
sharing what they had done that day.  The conversation ended with 
their child saying, “We really are at the best school aren’t we - I love 

it!”    

 
Parents Evening 
We are really looking forward to meeting with everyone next week to share the progress your 
children have made since we last saw you in September.  If you are unable to attend a 
meeting with your child’s class teacher, please contact the office so we can arrange another 
time that is more convenient to you. 
 
 
And finally… 
We have an Instagram account for the school which will enable family and friends to follow 
on a regular basis different aspects of school life.  The account can be found by searching for 
millrythejuniorschool.  There is another account called millrythejunior but this is not the 
current account for our school.  The school account is not for children to follow on their 
own Instagram app as this is not meant for children under the age of 13. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

David Bessant 

Headteacher 

 
 



 
Key dates for the academic year 2018 – 2019 confirmed so far: 

Spring 1 
23rd January   Parents evening 4-7pm (booking available week before) 
24th January   Parents evening 4-6pm (booking available week before) 
24th January  Love of Faith Day 
28th January   Yr 6 SATs Parents Information meeting 2.30pm 
1st February  Film Club 
14th February  Love Day 
Spring 2 
25th February  House Reward for Spring 1 
28th February  Yr 6 Weigh & Measure 
11th-14th March  Yr 6 Practice SATs week 
21st March   Yr 5 Parents Calshot Meeting 
29th March  Mothers’ Day Sale 
Summer 1 
3rd April  Easter Disco 
5th April  House Reward for Spring 2 
27th April   Hi5 Family Fun Day 
13th – 16th May  Yr6 SATs week 
17th May   History of Art Day  
17th May  Film Club 
Summer 2 
3rd June   INSET Day 
14th June   Fathers’ Day Sale 
1st July   Yr 3/4 Sports Day 
2nd July   Yr 5/6 Sports Day  
17th July   Yr 6 Leavers Disco 
23rd July   Yr 6 Leavers Assembly 10am  


