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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Learning – Laughing - Achieving 
It has been a real pleasure to spend time working in each of the year 3 classes this week.  The  
newest members of our Mill Rythe family have settled into school really well and I am very            
impressed with their positive approach to learning.  Whether they have been exploring our  
grounds for signs of dragons, painting dragon eyes or mastering aspects of place value in maths, 
they have done so with a smile and confidence that suggests they will do really 
well this year in school.   A great start year 3! 
 
I was really pleased when a year 3 parent told me how this young man has been 
instrumental in helping her son settle into life at MRJS.  Don’t forget to follow our 
Instagram account ‘millrythejuniorschool’ to see what we are doing each day.   
 
The Hayling Lions Club 
Yesterday I had the pleasure of meeting Mr Derek Knight who is the President of 
the Lions Club when he visited our school to present us with a cheque which will 
go a long way to replacing our hall floor.  We are incredibly lucky to get such good 
support from our local community and I will look forward to inviting him back to 
see the hall when it has been finished later in the year. 
 
Many Clubs and Associations across Hayling Island have benefited from help 
from the Lions Club since they were formed on our Island twenty years ago.  They are now hoping 
that some younger men and women will join them as many of the current members joined when they 
were in their forties. In order for the Lions to remain active in our community for years to come, they 
need new members who will bring with them new ideas and energy.   
 
If you would be interested in supporting the Lions please either contact Lion Neil Veck in Hayling 
Cycles (next door to the Lions Community shop)  or telephone Lion Derek, their President on  
023 9246 9946.   
 
Parent Pop Ins 
It was lovely to see so many parents popping in to meet with class teachers last night.  We will look 
forward to seeing you for more formal parents evenings later this half term.   
 
Parent Pop Ins for 3MI will be held on Thursday 21st September between 3.30pm and 4.30pm. 
 
Individual School Photographs 
The school photographer will be visiting the school next Friday to take individual photographs of the 
children; they will bring home the proof sheet on the same day. Please note that unfortunately we 
cannot arrange for family groups to be pictured together. 
 
Homework 
All of our children will leave school on Friday with their weekly homework.  This 
consists of their reading star journals, in which they record their reading each 
week, alongside some spelling and maths homework.   
 
Spelling homework 
Your child will be coming home with either one or two spelling sentences each 
week.  The expectation is that our children will learn to spell all of the words in  
the sentences but will also be able to write them with the correct punctuation.   
 
When the spellings are tested in class, children will have the sentences read to them but they will be 
more fluent and successful if they have spent time learning the words individually as well as within 
sentences.  The sentences are built around spelling rules that children are being taught in class and 
the words that children in lower and upper school are expected to be able to spell.    
 
 
 



Multiplication and division facts 
The national expectation is that all children will know their multiplication and division facts for all times tables 
up to and including 12 x 12 by the end of year 4.  Where children have this instant recall, their arithmetic skills 
are quicker and more accurate and they can focus on understanding reasoning questions rather than having 
to use time and energy working out key facts.   
 
Your child will be coming home with a sheet each week that contains 36 questions.  Children need to spend a 
little time learning these facts each day before being tested by parents and guardians.  When it is time to do 
the test please start a stopwatch and point to each question in turn, working your way along the rows, moving 
onto the next question when the fact has been recalled correctly.  When the final answer has been recalled 
correctly please enter the time into the first box.  This is then repeated for six consecutive days and we 
should see the time taken to answer each question correctly reduce as the week progresses.   
 
Please can parents sign the sheet and ensure it is returned to school for the following Friday.  Last year this 
approach made a significant impact to the speed and accuracy with which children recalled these facts and 
our children were really motivated by improving their previous time. 
 
Parking 
I was contacted by a parent this week who has witnessed some potentially dangerous driving and parking 
outside school this week.  Mrs Ford and I are aware that parking is limited at the start and end of the school 
day but it is so important that parking restrictions are adhered to and cars move particularly slowly in areas 
where children are trying to cross the road.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
Year 7 
I was really pleased to receive the following from Colin Rainford, Headteacher of Hayling College: 
 
On Tuesday 5th September, the College welcomed the New Year 7 pupils into its learning community.  
All of the staff were impressed with the smart uniform, confidence and positive attitudes which were 
complimented by our Senior Prefects. Although it has only been one week, the new pupils have made 
a big and positive impression and are beginning to ‘show off’ the quality of their learning very well. A 
sincere thank you to all the new parents, for their support and encouragement.  
 
 
 
 
 
Colin Rainford, Headteacher 
 
It sounds like our children have made a great start to life at secondary school. 
 
PE at MRJS 
Mr Hazelgrove and our children have enjoyed their first PE sessions of the year this week.  Before each ses-
sion he has met with the whole year group to share the opportunities that are available this term and to set 
our expectations for how we work in PE.  Two ‘top tips’ that were shared this week were for all children to 
have a plastic carrier bag and spare pair of socks in the PE bags.  When the weather is less good, we take 
school shoes out in carrier bags so we can change before coming back into school.  This also means that 
muddy trainers are not sharing the same bag as clean clothes!   
 
If your child is unable to do PE for any reason please send a note into school or contact the office.  Your child 
will still get changed for the session but will have the opportunity to work in a coaching, administrative or        
refereeing capacity. 
 
Serious Sport PE kit 
I have been approached by a number of children and parents asking about the new PE kit that some parents 
and children have already purchased.  The link to the online shop is shown below: 
 
https://serioussport.co.uk/teamwear/stores/mill-rythe-junior-school/  
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PTA Meeting Monday 25th September 
All parents of the school are automatically part of our great PTA. Over the past year they have given the school 
fantastic support with activities such as discos, our Christmas Fair and the year 6 leavers party.  
 
The first meeting of the year will take place on Monday 25th September at 3.40pm.  Do please come along if 
you can.  We will be electing a new committee and planning some new projects and events for this year. 
 
If you can’t attend, but are interested in helping out this year, either as a committee member, or as an extra pair 
of hands at some of our fun events, please hand your name in at the school office.  Many thanks, we look for-
ward to meeting you and to seeing lots of new faces as well as our old friends. 
 
Adult Literacy Course 
Later this month South Downs College will be starting a free course, to be held at the Children’s Centre at 
Mengham Junior School, designed specifically to support adults improve on their literacy skills, meet others in 
the same situation and build confidence. We have more information in the office if you are interested in this op-
portunity. 
 
Change to Dinner Menu 
On 5th October the kitchen will have a ‘celebration of British food’ day, and there will be a change of menu.  
This meal needs to be booked and paid for in advance, by Friday 29 September, and there will be no other hot 
meal available on the 5th.Please see the accompanying letter for further details.   
 
 
 
Have a great weekend 
 
Mr David Bessant, Headteacher 

Diary Dates 2017/18 
 
14th Sept Meet the Teacher 3.30pm 
21st Sept 3MI Meet for Teacher 3.30pm 
22nd Sept Individual school photos 
11th Oct Parents Evening 4.00—7.00pm 
12th Oct Parents Evening 4.00—6.00pm 
19th Oct Y3 and Y4 ACE time 2.00pm 
19th Oct PTA Spooky Disco 6.00pm 
20th Oct Y5 and Y6 ACE time 2.00pm 
 
w/c 23rd Oct  Half Term Week 
 
9th Nov Year 3/4 Flu doses 
13th Nov Year 6 residential visit to Calshot 
23rd Nov Year 6 Weighing and Measuring 
12th Dec Y3 Christingle at Hayling College 
19th Dec School Christmas lunch 
21st Dec End of term 


